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Born in a foreign country, seeking for roots of hometown

——Sidelights of Zheng Huashu, a fellow folk in America and secretary general of Sun Yat-sen Foundation

O &858

WIRMERSE, E=SHBN, FABAMLESREEA, Il
L ESSSRPITEEHRB B, TTEN, MEREHETRESAZ
W, MEZH, K. ARMIEEDREARMNGE, Badtdr
BaL, EXEMESMEDNLER, GRS SHGFRMNIR, MI5ED
ES SRR NEAERTE, R T.

‘AR ERMRER, AMurhfEFEsARTER. " BT
AN, BEREHLERER, ANES, BEREL0, INIBEATE
B BEASFTRBNEK, XibIHE 5 ABAC. ZHSN
BFREDE 2 X, BERRHISHRR, TER LS ENERR,
“BEAFERRT , EUMATFLETE, REMRBEISESTEET,
A THESE, "

BRI OARPAE, BERTRAR: “MIMELREE, 19764,
RE—CHEE=%, HHRERNRITHE, ~

BEMHEEDED, LERSEMA; SRBUEDMNEH R,
BTN HEROCR S BREEN, ERTERAREK (R

m

thngHuashuwasbothanama.Hisfaﬂm'
was bomn in Wushi Village of Sanxiang Town.
Zheng Huaghu has received strict Chinese-style
educations since he is a child. He can speak
standard Sanxiang dialect and master Spanish and
English.

In 1976, he stepped on the journey of
returning home for the first time. Along with his
mother, he was very happy to enter majnland China
via Macao. Unfortunately, as the intensive nationat
situation at that time, he was not allowed to enter
the mainland as an overseas Chinese. Until 1982,
he finally set foot on his hometown. He recalled his
memoty with 2 smile, “I didn’t fee] strange though
it was my first time to return home. Relatives in
villager were hospitable and the food was delicious.
1 felt comfortable.” '
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Presenting a gencalogy to Sun Guoxiong and his wife
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Zheng Huashu began his journey of secking 88
roots until he had a stable job in Silicon Vailey. &
In 1972, he studied clectronic and electrical B¢

engincering in California Polytechnic State TP —
University and later got his master degree in & e
Canada. His first job was an cagineer in a telephone & "
company of Canada. By the end of 1977, he wem 1.
o Silicon Valiey of America and worked on high- E‘_m
tech electronic design. S Sla S
Under the circumstance full of innovation and | T o
opportunitics, Zheng established his competitive = =
value soon and transformed bimself into a high | T
och catrcproncur with an cngineering degree. TR ©
Since 1996 when his business was stable, amb==
Zheng Huashu returncd ZHongshan slmost every © o
three years and took his three sons back in turn. E o
Zheng bhas returned bome more oftes since 2016, & s
He is the chairman of America Xufu Financial * p—1
Group. Every time Zheng finishes his businesses, § & 0
be cannot wait to return to Sanxiang, i B
“Bigciﬁesmdm;llcounu'ieshaveiheirown = R ol
merits. Shanghai is flourishing, but people must | T
confront with tremendous pressures. Sanxiang j St
fairly boiling with humanity and its comfortable | e
ey

environment, which makes me relax.” i
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Genealogies treasured by Zheng Huashu
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Sanxiang. A great number of Zheng’s clansmen are

from Wushi Village. Wushi Fellowship Association

was even established in Honolulu. Although there
are lots of members, it is difficult for people to join
in because it requires that the ancestral home is
Whushi.

In 2004, Zheng Huashu, leading 11 fellow
folks from America, participated in the First
World Culture Festival of Zheng's family held
in Xingyang, Zhengzhou of Henan Province.
Xingyang was founded as a county since Qin
Dynasty. Having a history of almost 2000 years,
it is the ancestral place of Chinese distinguished
families of Zheng, Pan and Feng. Zheng’s family
was the descendant of the royal family of Zhou
Dynasty and the direct descendant of Yellow
Emperor as the earliest origin of Chinese nation.
The original surname of Zheng’s family was Ji.
Later, Zheng Huan’gong, descendant of the royal
family of Zhou Dynasty, established a kingdom
named Zheng State in Xingyang nowadays. He also
changed the surname into Zheng. Thus, Xingyang
has become the first birthplace of Zheng's
descendants. Zheng Huashu flew back to Honolulu
after this festival and told the board of Wushi
Fellowship Association the idea that he wanted to
promote c¢lan cultnres. They agreed with him and
decided to give a speech for association members.
Zheng Huashu said, “the members of Wushi
Fellowship Association ar¢ basically descendants
of overseas Chinese. They can't speak Chinese.
Here is the problem. If it was suddenly found that
no one knows the origin of Wushi, they would have
less contact with their hometown.™
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Zheng Huashu making an explanation for the root—seeking Chinese Panamanians

In 2007, ynder the mobilization of Zheng Huashu,
Wushi Fellowship Association in Honolulu with
a history of more than 100 years, returned o
Sanxiang Town for the first time, which received a
warm response. [n 2015, Zheng Shuhua organized
a second trip to seek roots in China and the
applicants were still enthusiastic. In 2017, Zheng
Huashu also assisted the president of Wushi
Fellowship Association to find his original home
root and fulfill his long-cherished wish for more
than ten years.
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How many overseas Chinese from Panama and
America have sought their ancestral homes with the
help of Zheng Huashu ? .

Sun Guoxiong is the eldest great-grandson of
Sun Yat-sen. Zheng Huashu knew Sun Guoxiong
in America and happened to find that Sun’s mother
had her original home in Sanxiang and her family
name was Xie. Zheng guessed that her mother
might come from Pinglan Village and decided to
help Sun to find his ancestral home.

Related information was sent to Sanxiang
Overseas Chinese Affairs Office and results showed
that Sun Guoxiong’s maternal grandfather had the
family name of Xie and came from Pinglan Village.
His maternal grandmother had the family name of
Zheng and might come from Wushi Village.

When Sun Guoxiong heard this, he decided
to return Zhongshan in June in 2016. With the
accompany of Zheng Huashu, Sun Guoxiong and
his wife arrived at Sanxiang for the first time and
visited their ancestral home in Pinglan Village
where his maternal grandfather once lived.

At that time, Sun Guoxiong, chairman of
Sun Yat-sen Foundstion, probably secing Zheng
Huashu’s proficiency in Chinese, English and
Spanish and his overwhelming love for China end
his hometown, he invited Zheng Huashu to serve as
the global executive director and secretary-general
of the Foundation to coordinate the contacts and
exchanges in China. Zheng Huashu readily agreed.

Zheng Huashu said, “there is an old saying in
China that leaves fall to their roots. I think it’s very
meaningful for Chinese Americans to seek their
roots and recognize their ancestors. It’s of great
significance to let them know where they come
from. Sun Yat-sen Foundation can better help more
overseas Chinese to pay attention to and understand
China.”
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