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GUNG HEE FAT CHOY!!!

Honolulu Chinese New Year – Night in Chinatown Parade
Honolulu will be celebrating Chinese New Year in Chinatown on
Saturday, February 14th. There will be a parade along Hotel Street
between Richards and River Streets to welcome in the Year of the
Goat / Sheep / Ram.
OSGL will take part in this parade and march with other
societies, lion dance associations, kung fu and martial arts groups,
and other local organizations. This is the largest parade in
Chinatown, so you won’t want to miss it. You may even catch a
glimpse of the newly crowned Narcissus Queen or Miss Chinatown
and their courts.
If you want to participate in this event, please call Connie Mark
at 455-5221to RSVP. It is just a half mile walk along Hotel Street.
At the end of the parade, participating OSGL members gather for a
full course Chinese New Year dinner at one of the restaurants.
After dinner, you can walk around and enjoy the
entertainment on various stages set up along
Maunakea and Smith Streets, and even inside
Chinese Cultural Plaza.
Bring your sweetheart and celebrate Valentine’s
Day with a date night in Chinatown. This event is
similar to night markets in Asia with lots of vendors
selling street foods, Chinese trinkets, Year of the
Sheep apparel, and lots more.

NIGHT IN CHINATOWN PARADE
Saturday, February 14th
Meet at 2:15pm
Parade begins at 3:00pm
Place: State Capitol Grounds
near Richards Street
RSVP: Connie Mark at 455-5221 by 1/31/15
* Dinner to follow at end of parade
Date:
Time:

Please visit our website at: www.oosyakgeelu.com
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Who’s Who
in Oo Syak Gee Lu Society
2015 Officers:

2015 Committees:

President
1st Vice Pres
2nd Vice Pres
Treasurer
English Secretary
Chinese Secretary

Ethel Chang Chow
Donna N. Chang
Clayton K.L. Chang
Daryl H.K. Hu
Constance K.H. Mark
Paulette K.Q. Chang

Financial Committee

Ex-Past President

Jamie M.Y. Chang

Scholarship Committee

Chairperson: Daryl Hu
Alvin Chang, Clayton Chang, Kenneth Chang, Wah Jip
Chang, Harold Hu, Albert Young

PR & Membership Committee
Co-chairperson: Clayton Chang
Ed Chang, Ellen Chang, Hubert Chang, Edith Won
Co-chairperson: Jamie Chang
Mildred Ai-Chang, Gwendolyn Chang Fu, Hubert Chang,
Jocelyn Chang-Chuck, Edith Won

2015 Board of Directors:
Mildred Ai-Chang
Alvin G.K. Chang
Deanna Chang
Edmund W.K. Chang
Ellen M. Chang
Ernest G.C. Chang
Evelyn Y. Chang

Kenneth K.C. Chang
Margaret M.H. Chang
Gwendolyn Chang Fu
Jocelyn Chang-Chuck
Edith P.S. Won
Albert S.N Young

Honorary Directors:

Banquet & Events Committee
Co-chairpersons: Constance Mark and Donna Chang
Hubert Chang, Jamie Chang, Kenneth Chang, Margaret
Chang, Paulette Chang

Nominating Committee
Chairperson: Ernest Chang
Deanna Chang, Evelyn Chang

Special By-Laws Committee

2012 Gertrude Y.K. Chang Yee
2011 Wah Jip Chang
2008 Maile K. Chang

Members Corner
Share with us news about a new member or death
in your family, a new job or retirement, a milestone
graduation or birthday, special trips or memories back
to China. There must be countless things that are
interesting in your lives. We’d love to hear about it.
Please submit your stories and any accompanying
photos to our newsletter
editor. Or if you need to
update your membership
records, you can send it to the
contact information below.
OO SYAK GEE LU SOCIETY
c/o JAMIE CHANG
5355 Papai Street • Honolulu, HI 96821
Email: missjmechang@gmail.com
Phone: (808) 373-1714

Co-chairs: Clayton Chang and Jocelyn Chang-Chuck
Alvin Chang, Deanna Chang, Hubert Chang, Jamie
Chang, Edith Won

Not a member yet?????
Signing up to be a
member is simple. Just
complete a membership
application form and
submit a one-time
membership fee of $25.
You will enjoy
benefits such as BOD
meetings/luncheons,
free Christmas lunch, discount tables at our
annual banquet, eligibility to our Scholarship
Program, and many more exciting activities
and events.
Membership application forms are online
and can be downloaded from our website at
ww.oosyakgeelu.com.

Please visit our website at: www.oosyakgeelu.com
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General Election Results
In November, we had our General Membership
Meeting and election. We recapped the year’s activities
and voted for our 2015 Officers and Directors.
Ethel Chow will serve her second term as President,
along with Donna Chang and Clayton Chang as 1st and
2nd Vice Presidents, respectively. Daryl Hu continues to
be our Treasurer, as he keeps our finances in order.
Constance Mark is our English Secretary and keeps
excellent records of our meeting minutes. We have
newly elected Paulette Chang as our Chinese
Secretary, who will perform our secretary duties in the
absence of our English Secretary.

Thirteen Board of Directors were elected as follows:
Mildred Ai-Chang
Alvin G.K. Chang
Deanna Chang
Edmund W.K. Chang
Ellen M. Chang
Ernest G.C. Chang
Evelyn Y. Chang

Kenneth K.C. Chang
Margaret M.H. Chang
Gwendolyn Chang Fu
Jocelyn Chang-Chuck
Edith P.S. Won
Albert S.N Young

Each Officer and Board of Director were installed into
office by the Honorable Herbert Shimabukuro at our
January Installation meeting held at Mandalay Restaurant.

Retired judge
Herbert
Shimabukuro
and his wife
Lillian.

Board of Directors
Meetings
Each quarter, OSGL Board of
Directors and Officers gather to
discuss events, activities, and societal
issues. Reports are given on each
committee (financial, public
relations/membership, scholarship,
and banquet/events).
Join us and find out what is coming
up in the society news. Generally, we
always meet on the third Sunday in
January, April, July, and October at a
Chinese restaurant, and all members
who attend will be able to get the latest
news about what we do. After the
meeting, we fill our tummies with a
delicious meal that our Banquet
Committee has chosen for us.
Members are free to attend
meetings. Non-members will be
charged a nominal fee of $10 for the
cost of lunch.
Check out the “Note Your Calendar”
section in the back of each newsletter
for future meeting dates.
Our next BOD meeting will be held
on Sunday, April 19th. Please call
Donna Chang at 537-4015 to RSVP for
meetings beginning one month prior,
and not later than ten days before. We
hope to see you there!

Please visit our website at: www.oosyakgeelu.com
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Happy Chinese New Year – Chun Jie (春节)
It feels like we just finished our holiday season, yet, another one creeps upon us.
On February 19, 2015, we will celebrate Chinese New Year, or Lunar New Year.
That’s what we call it here in the West, but back in our hometown in China, it is more
commonly known as Spring Festival, or Chun Jie (春节 ).
Chun Jie is one of the grandest festivals throughout China. It is a time for family
reunions, which is fill of rich and colorful activities, and the hopes with the advent of
spring flowers and blossoms.
This year, we will welcome the Year of the Wood Goat/Sheep. People born in the
Year of the Goat are very serene and calm, and they tend to have fewer health
problems. This 2015, goat people must be careful, as it is the ben ming nian (本命年)
where it is the unlucky year for you. You must discover remedies to turn your luck
around this year.

Year of the
Goat / Sheep / Ram
Year of Birth: 1919, 1931,
1943, 1955, 1967, 1979, 1991,
2003, 2015, 2027
Personality: Calm, gentle,
creative, thoughtful, amicable,
persevering, frank, and honest.
Best Suited Careers:
Pediatrician, actor, teacher,
interior designer, musician, and
editor.
LUCKY THINGS FOR GOATS
Colors: Brown, red, purple
Numbers: 2, 7, or numbers
containing 2 and 7 (like 27 and
72)
Flowers: Carnation, primrose

Months: August, November
UNLUCKY THINGS FOR
GOATS

Popular New Year Foods
Fish – The word “fish” sounds like the Chinese
word meaning “surplus’. Therefore, having a
surplus at the end of the year means that you have
saved something and can save more next year.
Dumplings – Chinese dumplings, folded a certain
way, can look like ingots. Eating dumplings on the
new year will allow you to make more money.
Spring Rolls – This tasty treat is made named
after the Spring Festival holiday, hence, “spring
rolls”. The rolls are wrapped to resemble gold
bars, which is another symbol of wealth for the
new year.
Nian Gao– The sound of this glutinous rice cake
means getting higher each year. Nian means
“year”, and gao means “height”. This can imply
children's height, rise in business success, better
grades in study, promotions at work, etc.
Auspiciously, you are climbing the ladder to higher
levels.

Colors: Green, blue, and
black. Goat people should
avoid wearing these colors.

Tang Yuan– The association of the stickiness and
round shape of these sweet rice balls are what
brings families together for a happy reunion.

Numbers: 6 and 8

Noodles– The length of noodles are what
symbolizes long life and longevity.

Worst lunar months: third,
sixth, and tenth. Avoid these
months if you have some
important business to do or
want to plan an event.

Golden Fruit– Oranges, tangerines, and pomelos
(bu-look) are considered to be golden fruits for the
new year symbolizing the fullness of wealth.

Please visit our website at: www.oosyakgeelu.com
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People from different regions and different ethnic
groups celebrate it in their unique ways. Here are
some of the local traditions passed along to us in
Hawaii. Some of these you may have heard of, and
some have not. Take these traditions as you wish
and your fortune will be brought to you….

New Year Traditions
Fireworks – Launching
fireworks at the beginning of
the New Year are used to
drive away the evil in China.
It is believed that the person
who launched the first
fireworks in the New Year
will get good luck.
Li-see packets – Usually the
red racket is given by adults,
especially married couples, and
elderly to young children on
New Year days. It was believed
that the money in the red packet
will suppress the evil from the children, keep
the children healthy, and long living.
House Cleaning – A few days before the
New Year, people will do a complete cleaning
of the house to get rid of the old and welcome
the new. In olden days when bathing is not
frequent, people will take a thorough bath to
welcome in the fresh New Year.

Red Decorations –
After cleaning, people
will decorate the house
to welcome the New
Year. Most of the decorations are
red in color. The most popular
New Year decorations are upside
down fu (福) , dui lian (对联 )
couplet poetry banners, red
lanterns, paper cutting, door god,
etc.

Spring Festival Taboos
Don’t wash hair – Washing your
hair will wash away your fortune
for the year. In Chinese, “hair” fa
sounds like fa cai, which means to
become wealthy.
Don’t eat porridge (jook) – Jook is considered
to be the food of poor
people, and you don’t want
to start the year off being
poor. You must have
cooked rice and meats, as
well as other New Years foods listed on the
opposite page.
Don’t use knives or sharp
objects – All the slicing and
cutting to cook should be done on
New Years Eve. The use of
knives and scissors on New Years
Day is to be avoided for any accident, whether
harming a person or tool, is thought to lead to
inauspicious things and the depletion of wealth
in the coming year.
Don’t lend or borrow money –
Money should not be lent on New
Year’s Day, and all debts have to
be paid by New Year’s Eve. If
someone who owes you money, do
not go to his or her home to
demand it. Anyone who does so it
is said will be unlucky all the year.
Don’t make your child cry – A
crying child is believed to bring bad
luck to the family, so parents do
their best to keep children from
crying by whatever means possible.

Please visit our website at: www.oosyakgeelu.com
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Scholarship Applications Available Online
Calling OSGL high school seniors and college students! We are looking for
qualified members who will be the future leaders of our society. Please spread the
word to your children, grandchildren, nieces, or nephews. Please don’t wait till the
last minute…. The application deadline is May 2nd.
We have given away more than $45,000 since the beginning of our
scholarship program 17 years ago. The OSGL cash scholarships of $1,000
each will be awarded to qualified applicants. It is based on scholastic
achievement, extra-curricular activities, leadership, and community
involvement. This cash scholarship will definitely help out with rising costs of
books, living expenses, or subsidize your tuition.
Our scholarships are open to students who have been members for at least six months. They
must be pursuing a higher education at a two-year or four-year accredited college, trade school, or
technical school. Graduate school, post-graduate, and internships are not eligible. More information
is available on our application form which can be downloaded from our website at
www.oosyakgeelu.com.
A Scholarship Dinner is held in July to congratulate our scholars in the month of July. All members
are invited to the dinner for $30 per person. For more information about our scholarship program,
please contact Jamie Chang at missjmechang@gmail.com or call 387-9854.

OSGL Committee Split

Genealogy Project

What used to be the
PR/Membership/
Scholarship committee,
is now two separate
committees. We
decided to divide the
roles and duties pertaining to each
group. We wanted to have a
clearer focus on our membership
and the genealogy relations
separate from planning and
disbursement of our scholarship
fund within our society.
The PR/Membership
Committee, led by Clayton Chang,
will not only focus on membership
genealogy, but it will also focus on
public relations activities and
events throughout the community
for our members.
The Scholarship Committee
will handle the society’s scholarship
program, and will still be led by
Jamie Chang.

We are currently working on an ongoing genealogy
project to find relationships within our families and tracing it
back to our ancestors back in Oo Syak Village.
The purpose of this project is for the society’s historical
records, and also for your curiosity to trace your roots.
Many of us are 4th or 5th generation (or more) in Hawaii, and
have already lost touch with ancestors from our Motherland.
You may be curious to find out who the first person in your
family was to become a member of OSGL, and if they were
one of the founders of this society.
Information that is needed
is as follows:
1. Full name (with
Chinese characters,
if possible)
2. Birth date
3. Birth place
4. Relationships between family members

Please submit your immediate family’s (spouse, parents,
children, grandparents, siblings, aunts, and uncles)
information to Connie Mark at connie.mark@gmail.com. If
you would like to have a template/worksheet to start from,
please contact her, and she can send one to you. She can
also be contacted at 455-5221.

Please visit our website at: www.oosyakgeelu.com
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Qing Ming – Tomb Sweeping in April
The month of April is celebrated for Qing Ming Festival (清明节). Many local Chinese people gather
at their ancestral grave sites to pay respect and honor their lives. The customs have been greatly
simplified today. After slightly sweeping the tombs, people offer food, flowers and favorites of the
departed, then burn incense and paper money and bow before the memorial tablet.
Kite flying is also very symbolic during this time. It is the beginning of the spring season, where the
sun begins to shine brightly, hence, the translation of Qing Ming is “clear and bright”. The weather is
perfect for kite flying. Families will fly kites during the day, and at night, they will attach a string of
lanterns to the thread of their kites to look like shining stars, and therefore, are called "god's lanterns."
Each year the United Chinese Society holds a traditional
Qing Ming ceremony and offering at the Manoa Chinese
Cemetery. Parking is limited. Please park on the streets at
the bottom of the hill, and a
QING MING
shuttle will bring you to the top
Date:
Tentatively April 5th
of the cemetery.
Time: 9:30 am
For further details and
Place: Manoa Chinese Cemetery
information, please contact
3430 East Manoa Road
the United Chinese Society at
RSVP: Call United Chinese Society
536-4621.
at 536-4621 and details.

Note Your Calendars!
Our Banquet Committee is still selecting locations and menus for events this year. Please notate
the dates in your calendars, and we will update times and locations in future newsletters.

Date

Event

Location / Time

Contact

Jan 18

Board of Directors Meeting

10:30am / Maple Garden Restaurant

Donna Chang by 1/8

Feb 14

Chinese New Year Parade

2:15pm / Meet at State Capitol Grounds
3:00pm – Parade begins

Connie Mark by 1/31**

Feb 19

新年快乐!

Happy New Year! Gung Hee Fat Choy!

恭喜发财!

April

Qing Ming

Manoa Chinese Cemetery

United Chinese Society

April 19

Board of Directors Meeting

10:30am / TBD

Donna Chang by 4/9

May 2

Scholarships Due

Applications available online at
www.oosyakgeelu.com

Jamie Chang†

July 11

Scholarship Dinner

5:30pm / TBD

Jamie Chang†

July 19

BOD Meeting

10:30am / TBD

Donna Chang by 7/9

Aug 1

Annual Banquet

TBD / TBD

Nov 15

General Election Meeting

10:30am / TBD

Dec 5

Christmas Luncheon

Donna Chang by 11/5

* To RSVP for Board of Directors meetings, please call Donna Chang at 537-4015 or email donnanchang@hotmail.com by
the deadlines listed above beginning one month prior to the event.
** For Chinese New Year Parade reservations, please call Connie Mark at 455-5221.
† For Scholarship information, please contact Jamie Chang at missjmechang@gmail.com or 387-9854.

Please visit our website at: www.oosyakgeelu.com
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Year of the
Goat / Sheep / Ram
Is it a goat, sheep, or ram? What is the difference? Scientifically, here are some
definitions of what each animal are:
GOAT (shan yang) – A member of genus, Capra. Think of the word "goat," like
the word "people." Goats are usually raised for milk, dairy goats, often for meat,
and also for fiber. Goats do NOT have wool, they have hair. The Angora goat is
the main fiber goat, with their hair being called "mohair."
SHEEP (mian yang) –Usually, but not always a wool bearing animal (some sheep
only have hair, not wool). They are of the genus, Ovis. Sheep are usually raised
for wool and meat. Goats and sheep are closely related, but they are completely
different animals. They are both of the subfamily, Caprinae. The easiest way to
tell a sheep from a goat is by their tails. In goats their tails point up toward the sky.
In sheep, they hang down, pointed at the ground.
RAM (gong yang)– A male sheep that has not been castrated., primarily used for
breeding.
So why do some Chinese zodiacs refer to a sheep and others a goat?
When the signs first evolved after the river crossing, in ancient China the breeds of
sheep and goat in the area looked very similar. So alike that no distinction between
the animals was made until much later times. So the zodiac sign yang applies equally
to the description of goat and sheep. Moreover no distinction was made over whether
the animal was male or female. Hence some zodiacs refer to the sign as a ram. The
Chinese characters for each animal are all yang, therefore, no distinction as to which
specific animal.
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