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Gung Hee Fat Choy! Xin Nian Kuai Le!
Year of the Boar
Happy New Year! We already celebrated the new year on January 1st with much
champagne and fireworks in Hawaii and around the world. Say goodbye to 2018, and
hello 2019! In a couple weeks, we will also be saying goodbye to the Year of the Dog, and hello
to the Year of the Boar! Chinese New Year, or the lunar new year, falls on February 5th this year.
Wishing everyone much happiness, prosperity, and good health!
Please see pages 6-7 for information about Chinese New Year traditons and fun facts.

Night in Chinatown Parade
A street festival in Downtown, Honolulu will be held on Saturday, February 2nd in the heart of
Chinatown. Festivities will kick off with the Night in Chinatown Parade. Thousands of people come to
watch the parade and celebrate the lunar new year.
Every year, OSGL participates in the parade. It is an easy half mile stretch along Hotel Street, from
Richards to River Street, on flat surface streets. OSGL participants are required to wear their grey
OSGL t-shirts with their red hats. We will be interacting with parade spectators with our Chinese lion
puppetry and passing out our signature OSGL red pencils. After the parade, OSGL participants will eat
at a local Chinese restaurant.
After dinner, you can roam the streets of Chinatown and the Chinatown Cultural Plaza as it will be
festive with all things “boar-ish” to bring in the Year of the Pig. Vendors will line up on Maunakea Street
selling local street market foods, traditional Chinese food treats, and selling lunar year trinkets and good
luck charms.
NIGHT IN CHINATOWN PARADE
If you would like to
Date: Saturday, February 2nd
participate in walking in
Time: Meet 4:00pm / Parade begins at 4:30pm
the parade, please RSVP Place: Capitol Grounds, near Richards Street
with Connie Mark today to RSVP : Connie Mark at 455-5221 by Mon 1/28/19
Email: connie.mark@gmail.com
reserve your space.

Please visit our website at: www.oosyakgeelu.com
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Who’s Who
in Oo Syak Gee Lu Society
2019 Officers:
President
1st Vice Pres
2nd Vice Pres
Treasurer
English Secretary
Chinese Secretary

2019 Committees:
Clayton K.L. Chang
Paulette K.Q. Chang
Betty Chang Chun
Daryl H.K. Hu
Constance K.H. Mark
Mildred Ai-Chang

Immediate Past President Donna N. Chang

2019 Board of Directors:
Alvin G.K. Chang
Bradley J.H. Chang*
Ernest G.C. Chang
Evelyn Y. Chang
Hubert W.N. Chang
Jamie M.Y. Chang
Gwendolyn Chang Fu

Diane R.L. Chang-Liu*
Alicia Chang-Sakamoto
Debbie R.L. Chun*
Wesley L. Sen
Edith P.S. Won
Carlton S.C. Wong*
Albert S.N Young

* Newly elected Board of Director for 2019

Honorary Directors:
2018
2015
2012
2008

Edmund W. K. Chang
Harold K.C. Hu
Gertrude Y.K. Chang Yee
Maile K. Chang

Financial Committee
Chairperson: Daryl Hu
Alvin Chang, Albert Young
Membership Committee
Chairperson: Clayton Chang
Alicia Chang-Sakamoto, Betty Chun, Edith Won
Public Relations Committee
Chairperson: Eric Chang
Ellen Chang, Wesley Sen
Scholarship Committee
Chairperson: Jamie Chang
Hubert Chang, Gwendolyn Chang Fu, Debbie Chun
Banquet & Events Committee
Chairperson: Wesley Sen
Jamie Chang, Diane Chang-Liu. Carlton Wong
Nominating Committee
Chairperson: Ernest Chang
Evelyn Chang, Edith Won

Newsletter Editor: Jamie Chang
5355 Papai Street • Honolulu, HI 96821
Email: missjmechang@gmail.com
Phone: (808) 387-9854

LOOKING FOR CONTRIBUTING EDITORS….
Are you an aspiring writer? Do you have a creative mind? Want to
try your hand at writing? Or researching topics of interest? We are
looking for contributing editors to write articles in our quarterly newsletter.
You can cover OSGL events, or research a new topic. Or you can share
some insights of your past experiences or trips you have taken to
China or Oo Syak Village.
If you are interested, please contact our newsletter
editor Jamie Chang. (Contact information is above.)
----------------------------------------------------------------This month’s contributing editor is Diane Chang-Liu.
See pages 6-7 on articles she wrote about Chinese
New Year. We also have an unofficial photographer,
Curtis Takano, who provided photos at our events.
Thank you to both!

for seeing
interesting
details.

for sharing
your writing
with others.

for finding
“the heart”
in every piece of
writing.

to think of
writing ideas.
for listening
to the work
of other
authors.

to write and draw and
revise…
and write and draw
and revise…

the tools of
a writer.

for exploring new
places and people to
write about.

Please visit our website at: www.oosyakgeelu.com
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MEMBERS CORNER
Welcome Our New Members
Here is a list of current applicants who
have recently been accepted.
Clement Kai Yau Chang Cathy Wai Hing Chang Nelson
Larry G. Cobb
Reed A. Nelson
Michelle Doroni-Wong
Christopher Todd Zahn
Derrick Carlson Fu
Fiamma Auxiliadora Zahn
Jana Lynn Nakano Fu
Jiale “Lok” Zheng
Carson Fu
Janie Fu
Claudette Wai Fong Chang Kozuki
Congratulations to all of our new members! We
hope to see you at our future meetings and events!

If you have any questions concerning
membership, please contact our
Membership Chairperson, CLAYTON CHANG at:
5355 Papai Street • Honolulu, HI 96821
Email: cc_ent@hotmail.com
Phone: (808) 228-5264

Dr. Sun Yet-Sen 94th Memorial Day
Dr. Sun Yet Sen was a nationalist revolutionary
who believed that the only way for China to move
forward in the early 1900's was for the country to
become a republic and adopt western ways in
industry, agriculture etc.... He pulled China away
from communism toward modernism.
A memorial ceremony will be held at the
Dr. Sun Yet Sen statue on River Street in the
Chinatown Cultural Plaza on Tuesday, March 12,
in remembrance of his death 94 years ago.
OSGL will participate with
other Chinese societies to
honor Dr. Sun Yet Sen in a
floral lei presentation. After
the ceremony, participating
members will gather for lunch
at a nearby restaurant. If you
are interested in attending,
please contact Clayton
Chang at 228-5264 or email
him at cc_ent@hotmail.com.

Dominic Chang – Passed away late last year.
He is the brother of Honorary Director Gertrude
Yee, and was a long time treasurer of OSGL
Private services for family were held.
Justin Jay Tin Wong –
Son of new BOD Carton
and Carla Wong. A new
member since July 2018,
Justin wed Michelle Doroni
at Foster Botanical Gardens
on November 27. They had
a small intimate reception at Natsunoya Tea
House for mostly family. Congratulations Justin!
Share with us news about a new member or death
in your family, a new job or retirement, a milestone
graduation or birthday, special trips or memories in
China.
Please submit your stories and any accompanying
photos, or any ideas for stories to our newsletter
editor, Jamie Chang at missjmechang@gmail.com or
call 387-9854.

Qing Ming Festival
Each year the United Chinese Society holds
a traditional Qing Ming ceremony and offering at
the Manoa Chinese cemetery. This ceremonial
rite is performed in a very traditional manner with
presentation of gifts. Offerings of food, tea, wine,
incense, and money are made to our ancestors
to have fortunes in their afterlife.
Officially, this event
has not been announced
yet, but has been listed
on the United Chinese
Society of Hawaii
website.
QING MING FESTIVAL
Date:
Time:
Place:
RSVP:

Saturday, April 6th
9:30 am
Manoa Chinese Cemetery
3430 East Manoa Road
Call United Chinese Society
at 536-4621 for details and reservations.

Please visit our website at: www.oosyakgeelu.com
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Installation Meeting – January 6, 2019
This year’s Installation Meeting was held earlier this month at Mandalay Restaurant. Clayton Chang
was installed in his second year as President. His officer staff is as follows: Paulette Chang (1st Vice
President), Betty Chang (2nd Vice President), Daryl Hu (Treasurer), Constance Mark (English
Secretary), and Millie Ai-Chang (Chinese Secretary).
We have four new Board of Directors: Bradley Chang, Diane Chang-Liu, Debbie Chun, and Carlton
Wong. Re-elected BOD are: Alvin Chang, Ernest Chang, Evelyn Chang, Gwendolyn Chang Fu,
Hubert Chang, Jamie Chang, Alicia Chang-Sakamoto, Wesley Sen, Edith Won, and Albert Young.
Each of the officers and board member were sworn into office by the Honorable retired Judge
Herbert Shimabukuro, who has sworn in OSGL officers for 18 years!
Photos by: Curtis Takano

President Clayton Chang

2019 Oo Syak Gee Lu Officers and Board of Directors

President Clayton Chang
and daughter Jamie Chang

Alvin Chang, Leonard
Chang, and Jade Chang

Justin Wong with his father
Carlton Wong

Lillian Chang, Ethel Chow,
and Paulette Chang

Jennifer Takano and
Wesley Sen

Bradley and Bonnie Chang, and
Stephanie and Justin Kaleialoha

Members in attendance

Evelyn Chang, Leonard
Chang, and Albert Young

Please visit our website at: www.oosyakgeelu.com
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Scholarships Applications Available Online – SOON!!!
Young OSGL members just graduating from high school or attending college may
want to read on…..
For 20 years, OSGL has given away scholarship awards to its student members
seeking higher education. We have disbursed nearly $65,000 to a total of 32 scholar
members since 1999.
With rising tuition costs, room and board, and college expenses, our scholarship
money can help. In its 21st year, OSGL has three $1500 cash scholarships available
to deserving student members who will be attending a two-year or four-year
accredited college, trade school, or technical school on a full-time basis. Graduate,
post-graduate, and internships are excluded. Applicants must be members for at least six months
before applying.
Scholarship awards will be based on scholastic achievement, extra-curricular activities, leadership,
and community involvement, as well as communication, writing skills, presentation, and creativity.
If you would like to apply, or know someone who qualifies for one of our scholarships, please
download our application from our website at www.oosyakgeelu.com.
A dinner will be held in honor of our scholars in July. For more information, please contact our
Scholarship Chairperson, Jamie Chang, at 387-9854 or missjmechang@gmail.com.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS Meetings
Our next Board of Directors Meeting will
be held on April 21st at Wong Kee
Restaurant in Chinatown Cultural Plaza.
BOD Meetings are meant to conduct
business for the officers and directors.
Each committee gives a report for the past
quarter, and there are announcements for
upcoming activities. Each meeting is open
to all members who wish to know what is
going on within the society and around the
Chinese community.
After each meeting, members gather
and enjoy a free lunch. Please read the
general rules to the right, for more
information on reservations and
cancellation policy.
Please call Millie Ai-Chang at 422-2964
by April 11th to make your reservation.
Seats may be limited, so please be timely
in calling for your reservation. Please leave
a message, if no answer. Your reservation
will be confirmed with a follow up call.
We have been seeing more new faces
in membership attendance. We hope to
see you there!

This is a quick reminder and general
rule of thumb for all Board of Director
Meetings.
1. Please be on time. Meetings begin promptly at 10:30am,
unless otherwise noted. Please show up on time and be
situated by the start of each meeting. There will be a $5.00
charge for each person arriving after the meeting has
started.
2. Keep chatter and noise to a minimum. Directors show
up to meeting to conduct business. Members are allowed
to attend to know what’s going on. Please be mindful to
the noise at your table and give respect to the directors
conducting the meeting.
3. Reservations ten (10) days prior. Reservations are to be
made beginning one month prior to, and no later than ten
(10) days before the meeting date. This is so we can get
an accurate head count for the number of tables and food
to be ordered. Members are to call the Chinese Secretary,
Millie Ai-Chang at 422-2964 for reservations.
4. Charge for “no shows”. There is a $15.00 charge for any
person who has made reservations, and does not show up
to the meeting. Reservations for future meetings can not
be made until $15.00 payment(s) have been collected.
5. Cancellations after reservations made. Cancellations
can be made up to two days prior to meeting date without
being charged $15.00.

Please visit our website at: www.oosyakgeelu.com
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CHINESE NEW YEAR – YEAR OF THE BOAR
Written by: Diane Chang-Liu

Food Symbolism

We put out some sweet treats during Chinese New Year so we start the Lunar New Year with good luck.
Tangerines/Mandarin Oranges are believed to bring prosperity because of
the Cantonese pronunciation similarity to gold. Oranges are a popular symbol
of good luck due to the resemblance between the Chinese words orange and
good luck.
It is part of Chinese New Year tradition to offer a pair of Mandarin Oranges
to respected seniors and hosts during house visits. Note that you can only
give a pair, nothing more or less; two pairs is an ultimate taboo. This is
because the total number of four sounds like the Chinese word for death.
The pomelo’s Cantonese name, bu-look, is similar to words related to
prosperity and status, hence thought as a fruit that takes one on a prosperous journey. It is also
symbolic of good health, fertility, and family unity.
A Tray of Togetherness refers to the snack platter laid out at homes for
visitors to munch on. It is usually a pentagon-shaped container with eight
compartments, but there are other types of containers too. Eight is believed to
be an auspicious number among the Chinese and each snack has its own
symbol/meaning.
• Candied Lotus Root: represents abundance year after year
• Candied Lotus Seeds represents fertility
• Candied Coconut represents togetherness
• Candied Winter Melon represents growth and good health
• Candied Carrots represents good luck
• Red Melon Seeds is a lucky color and represents fertility and happiness
• Black Melon Seeds represents fertility like the red melon seeds
Nian Gao is a sticky rice cake and the direct translation of it literally means
“year cake”. However, the word ‘gao’ also sounds like ‘high’ in Mandarin,
hence the Chinese believes in eating these sweet steamed glutinous rice cake
for it is symbolic of going to greater heights each year.

Year of the Pig Characteristics
The Year of the Pig people have a tough exterior with a powerful spirit, which
helps them to achieve their desired objectives. They dislike conflicts with other
people and avoid squabbling. With their friends, they are loyal, helpful and
desirable.
The female pig is patient, cheerful and outgoing who thrives on peace and
quiet. While they make excellent teachers, designers and such, a career
seldom wins out over family. The female pig is domestic by nature and often
spoils her children.
The male pig is generous and sincere although he can be stubborn to a
fault. While dependable he doesn’t allow his mate to take him for granted. An
engaging host who enjoys cooking, the male pig is also an excellent father.

Please visit our website at: www.oosyakgeelu.com

People born in:
1911, 1923, 1935, 1947,
1959, 1971, 1983, 1995,
2007, 2019
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CHINESE NEW YEAR – YEAR OF THE BOAR
Chinese New Year Craft

Written by: Diane Chang-Liu

This is a craft I like to do during Chinese New Year to decorate the house.
I like to find Red Envelopes with the Chinese Zodiac Animal of that year to
make the Red Envelope Ball.
You will need 30 envelopes, staples, and stapler. Optional, you can add a
string so you can hang your red envelope ball. Here are a couple of links on
YouTube to help you learn how to make the Red Envelope Ball as well as a
Red Envelope Lantern. Make sure to make the folds on all the 30 envelopes
before starting to staple. Try and make your folds as neat and accurate as possible so it’s easier to
fit and staple the red envelopes together.
Take a picture of your Chinese New Year decorations so we can see in the next newsletter and
email to our Newsletter Editor at missjmechang@gmail.com so we can see how you decorated your
home for Chinese New Year. Happy Crafting!
Watch these YouTube videos to learn how to make:
• Red Envelope Ball: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DLj1qUp2WuE
• Simple Red Envelope Lantern: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=u0lSSMAXwVU

OO SYAK PHOTO ALBUM
Double Ten Parade – October 7, 2018
To commemorate Taiwan’s national holiday (just like America’s Independence Day), we marched a
short parade around Chinatown Cultural Plaza. A tribute to Dr. Sun Yet Sen with a lei ceremony
acknowledges the revolutionary political overthrow to independence from a communist world.

Photos by:
Curtis Takano

Please visit our website at: www.oosyakgeelu.com
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OO SYAK PHOTO ALBUM
Christmas Luncheon – December 1, 2018
Christmas has come and gone so quickly once again. We were able to celebrate
our Christmas Luncheon at Golden Palace Restaurant. In holiday spirit, we played
Christmas Bingo and had a spaghetti tower contest on who could build the tallest
spaghetti tower with raw spaghetti sticks, tape, and marshmallow. The winning table
had a height of nearly three feet!
There was also a story-telling centerpiece give-a-way,
based on our founding fathers and the creation of
OSGL, as told by BOD and game creator, Jamie Chang.
We enjoyed a 7-course luncheon… enough to fill
our bellies, and feel as jolly as the Christmas man in
the red suit! =)

Photos by:
Curtis Takano

fun games + amazing prizes + festive food = jolly fellas

The family of
Nai Man Chang,
one of the original
OSGL charter
members.

Please visit our website at: www.oosyakgeelu.com
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Special Mahalo to our Educational Member Speakers…

CHANG/ZHENG
Surname

For the past year, at the end our Board of Director meetings, we have a short
educational session to learn about our culture. It may be something you already knew, or
something so trivial that you had no idea about. Our president, Clayton Chang, had his
daughter, Jamie Chang teach us how to write the Chang/Zheng Chinese character in the
correct stroke order. He had a trivia game about the history of OSGL, shared facts about
(Traditional) (Simplified)
our Officers and Board of Directors, and held a session about traditional Chinese
medicines and what ailments they are used for.
In our October BOD meeting, Evelyn Chang gave an educational lesson on Chinese
funeral customs. She spoke about the meaning of wrapping a stalk of green onion in a
bu-look leaf, washing your eyes before entering your home, and jumping over the fire after
attending a funeral.
Newly elected BOD, Carlton Wong, introduced to us how to make local-style
boiled peanuts the quick and simple way in a pressure cooker. He passed out samples to
Chinese Medicines
try at this month’s BOD meeting. We also had a Chinese New Year demonstration by new
BOD Diane Chang-Liu, who showed us samples of her red lantern balls made from
li-see envelopes (as featured on page 7 of this newsletter).
If you have a local tradition you have learned from your family, please share with
us at one of our BOD meetings. It is important to pass along customs and traditions you have
learned from your parents and grandparents, so the younger generations can perpetuate
our culture. Contact our President Clayton Chang at 228-5264 or email cc_ent@hotmail.com to be a part of our
educational team at our meetings.
To learn more, you need to attend our BOD meetings. Be sure you call in and make your reservation at least
10 days prior to the meeting. Please see calendar below.

Note Your Calendars!
Our Banquet Committee is still selecting locations and menus for events this year. Please notate
the dates in your calendars, and we will update times and locations in future newsletters.

Date

Event

Time / Location

Contact

Jan 20

BOD Meeting

10:30am / Wah Kung Restaurant

* Millie Ai-Chang by 1/10

Feb 2

Chinese New Year Parade

4:00pm / State Capitol Grounds

♠ Connie Mark by 1/28

Feb 5

CHINESE NEW YEAR

GunG Hee Fat CHoy!

恭喜發財! 新年快樂!
Mar 12

Sun Yet Sen Memorial Ceremony

9:30am / Chinatown Cultural Plaza

† Clayton Chang by 3/2

April 6

Qing Ming Festival

9:30am / Manoa Chinese Cemetery

† Clayton Chang by 3/27

April 27

Scholarship Applications Due

Postmark or emailed to Hubert Chang

** Jamie Chang

April 28

BOD Meeting

10:30am / Won Kee Restaurant

* Millie Ai-Chang by 4/11

July

Scholarship Dinner

5:00pm / TBD

** Jamie Chang

July 21

BOD Meeting

10:30am / Fook Yuen Restaurant

* Millie Ai-Chang by 7/11

* To RSVP for Board of Directors meetings please call Millie Ai-Chang at 422-2964 by the deadlines listed above beginning
one month prior to the event. Leave a message, if no answer.
** For scholarship information, please call Jamie Chang at 387-9854 or email missjmechang@gmail.com.
♠ For parade reservations, please call Connie Mark at 455-5221 or email connie.mark@gmail.com.
† For Sun Yet Sen Memorial or Qing Ming, please call Clayton Chang at 228-5264 or email cc_ent@hotmail.com.

Please visit our website at: www.oosyakgeelu.com
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