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Back to our Motherland:

Trip To China – Part 2

CHINA TRAVELSCHINA TRAVELS

Itin
erary enclosed.  

Turn to page 5

for details.

Oo Syak village entrance.

One of the many black rocks seen throughout 

Oo Syak.  Oo Syak means “black rock”.  

This is exciting!  Our trip back to our Motherland is under
way.  If you are a member of this Society, we all come from 
the same place.  We can trace our ancestors back to the 
village of  Oo Syak, one of the three villages in Sam Heong.  
It is located in the Zhongshan district of Guangzhou 
(previously called Canton).

This November, we will visit our hometown village and the 
surrounding area such as Guangzhou, Zhongshan, Macau, 
and Hong Kong.  The planned schedule and itinerary is 
printed in this newsletter, (see page 5 for details).  A pre-tour 
to Beijing, Xi’an, Shanghai, and other Chinese cities is 
available as additional options before our main village tour.

During the ancestral tour through Oo Syak Village, we 
hope to meet with government officials who will tell us about 
the current conditions of Zhongshan, Sam Heong, and Oo
Syak.  We made contacts on our last trip in 2007 with some 
of these officials, and we hope that they will be able to meet 
up with us. 

The main focus of this trip is to reach into our history 
and genealogy.  If you plan on getting in touch with 
your roots, we ask that you please do your 
homework first.  Speak with your 
parents, grandparents, aunts and 
uncles on their memories of 

(cont’d on page 4)
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Members Corner

Updating Records

If you are moving, or if your address has 
changed, please don’t forget to update your 
records with us.  You can easily update your 
information by sending an email or phone call to 
our Membership Chairperson.

If you are receiving our newsletters via postal 
mail, and would like to go “green” by switching to 
email, just send an email with “OSGL EMAIL” in 
the subject line.

It’s that quick and easy!  It will only take less 
than 2 minutes of your time!

OO SYAK GEE LU SOCIETY
c/o JAMIE CHANG

5355 Papai Street • Honolulu, HI 96821
Email:  jmechang@yahoo.com

Phone:  (808) 373-1714

Honorary Directors:

2012 Gertrude Y.K. Chang Yee
2011   Wah Jip Chang
2008 Maile K. Chang
2007 Wah Chock Chang

2011 Committees:

Financial Committee
Chairperson: Daryl Hu
Alvin Chang, Clayton Chang, Kenneth Chang, Wah Jip 
Chang, Harold Hu, Albert Young

PR & Membership / Scholarship Committee
Co-chairperson: Mildred Ai-Chang and Edith Won
Ed Chang, Ellen Chang, Gwendolyn Chang Fu, Hubert 
Chang, Jocelyn Chang Chuck

Banquet & Events Committee
Co-chairpersons:  Constance Mark and Donna Chang
Hubert Chang, Kenneth Chang, Margaret Chang, 
Paulette Chang

Nominating Committee
Chairperson:  Ethel Chow
Ernest Chang, Evelyn Chang

China Trip Committee
Co-chairpersons:  Jamie Chang and Constance Mark

Albert Chang, Donna Chang, Kenneth Chang

• Kristy Kadota Chang – Wife of member Eric 
Tatsuiji Dai Lung Chang. Eric is the grandson 
of BOD Margaret Chang. 

• Sera Chang and Tyler Man Sung Chang –
Children of Eric Tatsuiji Dai Lung Chang and 
Kristy Kadota Chang, and great-grandchildren of 
BOD Margaret Chang.

2012 Officers:

President Jamie M.Y. Chang 
1st Vice Pres Ethel Chang Chow 
2nd Vice Pres Jocelyn Chang Chuck 
Treasurer Daryl H.K. Hu
English Secretary Constance K.H. Mark
Chinese Secretary Mildred Ai-Chang

Ex-Past President Edmund W.K. Chang 

2012 Board of Directors:

Alvin G.K. Chang
Clayton K.L. Chang
Donna N. Chang
Ellen M. Chang
Ernest G.C. Chang
Evelyn Y. Chang
Kenneth K.C. Chang

Margaret M.H. Chang 
Paulette K.Q. Chang
Gwendolyn Chang Fu
Harold K. C. Hu
Edith P.S. Won
Albert S.N Young

Signing up to be a member is simple.  Just 
complete a membership application form and 
submit a one-time membership fee of $25.

You will enjoy benefits such as attending BOD 
meetings, free Christmas lunch, discount tables at 
our annual banquet, eligibility to our Scholarship 
Program, and many more exciting 
activities and events.

Membership application forms 
are online and can be 
downloaded from our website at 
www.oosyakgeelu.com.

New Members:New Members:
We want to welcome three new members to Oo

Syak Gee Lu Society.  These are family members 
of Board of Director Margaret M.H. Chang.
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I would first like to thank Edmund Chang for his past year of 

presidency…..  Ed stepped up to President for one year so I could become 

more familiar with the duties of President.  Let me tell you my 

involvements, and how I think I got here.

My first association with the Society was as a scholarship recipient in 

2003.  Back then, scholarships were $750.  I only applied because my Popo, 

Flora Chang, told me to.  She told me to apply when the scholarship came 

out the first year in 2000, but I was only a part time graduate student, and 

2012 President2012 President2012 President2012 President2012 President2012 President2012 President2012 President’’’’’’’’s Messages Messages Messages Messages Messages Messages Messages Message

the scholarship requires you to be a full time student.

In the fall of 2002, I became a full time student when I quit my job as an Advertising Executive at a 

local advertising agency.   I graduated from Hawaii Pacific University in 2004, so I was just a one time 

scholarship recipient.  I was so grateful to receive this scholarship.  I wanted to give back to the society.  I 

started to come to meetings with my parents and Popo.  I became a member of the PR/Membership & 

Scholarship Committee under the Chairman of Ed Chang.  In 2006, Ed passed the committee to me.  

It was also in 2006, that I took over as editor of the newsletter from Ed.  My educational background 

is in marketing and advertising, so I took a few design and layout classes back in the day.  The newsletters 

you receive every quarter in your mailbox or email are mostly written and designed by me.  I hope you enjoy 

reading them.

After my first year of attending BOD meetings (around 2003), I was always asked to become a 

Director, which I always declined….  Until one year, when the seat of Chinese Secretary opened up in 

2009.  I was “tricked” into taking this position, as they told me, “Since you can speak Chinese….”, and 

“you really don’t have to do anything.” I held the office of Chinese Secretary for only one year before 

jumping to 1st Vice President by an unexpected shift of officers.  I climbed up the ladder so quickly that I 

didn’t find out what the duties of holding each office entailed.  

I wanted to become more familiar with Parliamentary Procedures, and responsibilities of how to lead 

such an organization, before I took the lead President.  I am very grateful for Ed’s guidance as it seems 

like I am following in his footsteps on anything he does in the society – from his committee, to the 

newsletter, and now Presidency.  I just hope he doesn’t pass on the website to me, as I have no clue how to 

create and upkeep one!

Thank you for your trust in me to lead this Society.  I hope to do just as good a job as our past 

presidents.  I hope I can lead the Society, while preserving our heritage as our ancestors would be proud of.  

One of the main things I am planning this year is a trip back to our Motherland.  I hope you will decide to 

join us for our trip back Oo Syak village to get back in touch with your roots and see where your genealogy 

started.

Jamie ChangJamie ChangJamie ChangJamie Chang

OoOoOoOo SyakSyakSyakSyak Gee Lu PresidentGee Lu PresidentGee Lu PresidentGee Lu President
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Frequently Asked QuestionsFrequently Asked Questions

When will the trip be? There are two tentativetentative departure dates.  The 10-day China Highlight Pre-Tour is 
from 10/21 – 11/9/12 (total 20 days), travelling to Beijing and tour northern China before we start our main 
village tour which departs on 10/27 – 11/9/12 (total 14 days).  See itinerary on next page for details.

How much will the trip cost? The pre-tour is $4,572, and the main village tour is $3,199.  Prices and Prices and 

dates are subject to change based on unforeseen circumstances sudates are subject to change based on unforeseen circumstances such as fuel price increase, fluctuation in ch as fuel price increase, fluctuation in 

currency exchange rates, etc.currency exchange rates, etc.

What will the cost include? The cost will include international airfare to/from Honolulu, deluxe hotel 
accommodations, ground transportation, a Chinese visa (good for one year), admission to attractions, and 
meals as stated on the itinerary.

Do I need a passport and visa? Yes, both passport and visa are required to enter the country. The visa 
will be taken care of by the travel agency making our arrangements.  You will need to apply for your own 
passport.  It is recommended to apply for your passport at least 12 weeks prior to departure travel time. 

What if I am a single traveler? There will be a supplemental fee for the single traveler.  The prices we 
are quoting are per person, base on double occupancy (2 persons per room).  The additional single 
supplement is $1,250 for the 20-day tour and $770 for the 14-day main tour.

What if I live on the mainland and want to join the tour?  I will not be departing from Honolulu.
Our ticket prices are quoted to/from Honolulu.  If you would like to originate from another city, your airfare 
price will change.  Please contact Derrick Kaw at Air & Sea Travel at (808) 941-7878 for price quotes from 
your city, and it will be added to the land tour price.

How do I research my genealogy? Talk to your relatives (aunts, uncles, parents, grandparents). Try to 
get the names of your ancestors/relatives who lived in Oo Syak (preferably in Chinese characters), 
address in Oo Syak, their birth date, date of death, marriage name(s), etc.  The more information you can 
provide, the better.

How do I sign up for this exciting cultural trip? Please contact Jamie Chang at (808) 373-1714 or 
jmechang@yahoo.com or Connie Mark at (808) 455-5221 or connie.mark@gmail.com as soon as 
possible.  We will send you an application form with further instructions.

(cont’d from page 1) Oo Syak.  Ask them for a copy of your ancestry book (jook-pu).  
Know your ancestors names and their Chinese characters, their birth date and date of 
death, and any known address in Oo Syak of where they lived or where they went to 
school.  If you have all this information, we can send it to Oo Syak officials beforehand,

so they can do some research before we get there.
Some planned highlights of touring the village is visiting the famous “black rock”, and a building that is 

built entirely out of oyster shells!  We will also see how the village has modernized and see comparisons 
between the rural and urban areas.

During the 14-day tour, we will also visit other major cities is southern China.  We will have a shopping 
experience in Shenzhen, watch a circus in Panyu, visit the residence of Dr. Sun Yat Sen, check out the 
former Portuguese colony of Macau, and the vast high rises in Hong Kong.  

We want this to be a fun, learning, and cultural experience for everyone.  Members, families, and 
friends are welcome on this tour.  The more people we have, we will be able to get better pricing, and an 
escorted tour guide throughout our entire trip.



10-Day China Highlight Pre-Tour
* Dates and prices are subject to change

CHINA TRAVELSCHINA TRAVELS
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(B, L, D)Suzhou

• Take a ferry boat to explore the Grand Canal and visit the Garden for Lingering In.
• Visit to the silk factory and Suzhou Museum of ancient Chinese art, paintings, calligraphy, and 
hand-made crafts. Suzhou is famous for its delicate and smooth silk and embroidery.

Oct 28
(Sun)

(B, L, D)Xi’an – Shanghai – Suzhou

• After breakfast fly to Shanghai, the biggest city in China.
• Explore the Special Economic Zone of PuDong and walk along the East side of the Huangpu 
River with memorable views of the Bund and the Oriental Pearl TV Tower.
• Drive to Suzhou (known as “Venice of the East” with a network of canal streets and are criss-
crossed by 300 bridges.
• Buffet dinner at the hotel.

Oct 27
(Sat)

(B, L, D)Xi’an

• Visit Big Wild Goose Pagoda (morning).
• See the Terra-cotta Warriors and Horses reproduction factory (one of the most exciting 
archaeological finds of the 20th century.
• Hot pot dinner at a local restaurant.

Oct 26
(Fri)

(B, D)Beijing – Xi’an

• Fly to ancient city Xi’an.
• Visit the City Wall – one of the few ancient city walls still visible in China.
• Dumpling banquet dinner and Tang Dynasty show.

Oct 25
(Thur)

(B, L, D)Beijing

• Stroll through the Summer Palace, a formal royal resort and a de facto museum of China’s 
classical architectures (morning).
• Visit Tiananmen Square, the largest public square in the world.
• Explore the Forbidden City whose vast and exotic grandeur was brilliantly captured in the movie 
“The Last Emperor”.
• Proceed to Tongrentang – China’s most famous traditional pharmacy where you can learn the 
mystifying Chinese theory of ying and yang balance.

Oct 24
(Wed)

(B, L, D)Shanghai - Shenzhen

• Drive back to Shanghai (morning).
• Visit City God Temple Open Market and stop by a Chinese tea house.
• Tianzifang, a place of creative arts, ramoantic café, in an old Shanghai atmosphere.
• Fly to Shenzhen in the evening.
• Enjoy a Roast Goose meal.

Oct 29
(Mon)

(B, L, D)Beijing

• Visit the Temple of Heaven, the country’s largest temple complex where Ming and Qing 
monarchs prayed for good harvests (morning).
• Stop by a jade carving workshop.
• See and hike up the Great Wall, the only man-made structure that can be observed from the 
moon and is one of the world’s most popular tourist attractions .
• Peking Duck dinner.

Oct 23
(Tue)

Beijing

• Arrive Beijing Capital International Airport.
Oct 22
(Mon)

Honolulu – Beijing

• Depart Honolulu to Beijing.
Oct 21
(Sun)

* Meals:  B = Breakfast, L = Lunch, D = Dinner, SD = Special Dinner

Total cost: $4,572 plus tax 
(per person/double occupancy)



Main Tour for Oo Syak Gee Lu Society
* Dates and prices are subject to change

Hong Kong – Honolulu

• Transfer to airport for flight home.
Nov 9
(Fri)

Hong Kong

• Explore the city on your own.
Nov 8
(Thu)

(B, L, D)Panyu

• Visit Xiangjiang Safari Park where there are international endangered animals.
• Watch the Chimelong International Circus in the VIP area.

Nov 1
(Thur)

Honolulu – Incheon

• Depart Honolulu to China.  Overnight in Incheon, Korea.  Bring overnight bag.

Oct 27-28
(Sat/Sun)

(B)Macau – Hong Kong

• In the late morning, take a ferry to Hong Kong.
• Take a drive up to Victoria’s Peak offering spectacular views of the city.
• Visit Repulse Bay and Aberdeen Fishing Village.
• Watch the Harbor Light Show and explore the night markets on your own.

Nov 7
(Wed)

(B, L)Oo Syak – Zhuhai – Macau 

• After breakfast, transfer to Zhuhai (1.5 hours) and cross the China border and walk into the 
Gonbei border of Macau, a former Portuguese colony.
• Visit the Ruin of St. Paul (an early 16th century church designed by Italians and built by Japanese 
Christian exiles), and Monte Frotress (the historical military center).
• After a Macanese lunch, visit Leal Senado Square – the city center of Macau.
• Ma Kok Temple (oldest temple in Macau) and Macau Tower (11th tallest building in the world).
• Try your luck at downtown casinos.

Nov 6
(Tue)

(B)Oo Syak

• Visit ancestors homes, gravesites, and relatives based on research provided.
Nov 5
(Mon)

(B, L, D)Zhongshan – Oo Syak

• City tour to Cui Heng Village, the birthplace of Dr. Sun Yet Sen.  Visit his residence and 
Museum/Memorial Hall.
• Take a stroll on Sun-Wen West Road walking street.

Nov 3
(Sat)

(B, L, D)Panyu – Zhongshan

• Drive to Zhongshan (2.5 hours).
• Visit the Lingnan water town.  Take a boat ride, and enjoy a local farm house lunch.
• Suckling pig dinner.

Nov 2
(Fri)

(B, L, D)Shenzhen – Panyu

• Drive to Panyu (2 hours)
• Visit Lotus Mountain – large mountain formed by huge stones in the shape of a beautiful lotus.

Oct 31
(Wed)

(B, L, D)Shenzhen

• In the morning, shop around the hotel, Mineral Museum, or Luohu Commercial Shopping Mall.
• After lunch, visit the Chinese Folk Culture Village (Miniature of China) – the first assembled all-
national folk art, folk customs, and domestic architecture.
• After dinner, and watch a night show “Dances & Music between the Dragon and the Phoenix.”

Oct 30
(Tue)

(B)Oo Syak

• Village tour through the Oo Syak Village Entrance, the famous black rock, qi-tong clans and 
temples, and even a building made entirely of oyster shells!

Nov 4
(Sun)

(D)Incheon – Shenzhen 

• Check into hotel, and enjoy a Roast Goose meal.

Oct 29
(Mon)

CHINA TRAVELSCHINA TRAVELS
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Total cost: $3,199 plus tax 
(per person/double occupancy)
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Night in Chinatown Parade – January 14, 2012

The Night in Chinatown Parade was another huge success!  There were many 
Chinese organizations, lion dance and marital arts groups, and local Chinese 
supporters celebrating the new Year of the Dragon.

We had nearly 20 people participate in marching down Hotel Street 
entertaining spectators with our Chinese lion puppets and our musical instruments.  
We also passed out pencils with Oo Syak Gee Lu Society printed on them.

After the parade, we had a delicious dinner at Won Kee Restaurant and walked 
around the Plaza and Maunakea Street for the Chinese New Year celebrations, 
vendors, and entertainments.

(Above) Getting ready to march in the 

parade.  (Below) Ellen Chang found 

another Chinese lion pal to play with. 

(Above) One of our cute lion puppets.  

(Below) Connie Mark passing out 

OSGL pencils to bystanders

(Above) Our lion puppets saying a 

prayer before the parade begins.  

(Below) At the end of the parade.

7

Installation Meeting – January 8, 2012 (Hee Hing Restaurant)

Past President Edmund Chang 

passing the gavel to Jamie Chang.

2012 Honorary Director Gertrude 

Yee, with past Honorary Directors 

Wah Jip Chang (2011) and Maile

Chang (2008).

OSGL Society 2012 Officers seated in the 

front row and Board of Directors standing 

in the back row.
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Qing Ming Nominations for 
Model Chinese Mother and Father 

of the Year
The 10th annual Hawaii Chinese Qing Ming will 

be celebrated on Thursday, April 5 at the Manoa
Chinese Cemetery.  The ceremony will begin at 
9:00am at the Grand Ancestral Tomb at the top of 
the hill.

Qing Ming is a special cultural event and is 
only held once a year.  It is symbolic of tomb 
sweeping” and respecting your ancestors.  
Essentially, it is a memorial ceremony for our 
ancestors who have passed on to the after life.

This event is open to the public and all Chinese 
Societies.  With donations and community 
support, we can maintain and preserve our most 
cherished Chinese traditions – worship, honor and 
respect our ancestors.  

Please join us in this year’s Qing Ming 
celebration and learn about the culture that stems 
in our roots.  

QING MING CELEBRATION

Date: Thursday, April 5, 2012
Time: 9:00am
Place: Manoa Chinese Cemetery

Grand Ancestral Tomb
RSVP:

Model Chinese Mother and Father of the 
Year.

The purpose of this annual project is to 
honor a Chinese Mother and Father who 
deserves recognition for the dedication and 
hard work for their roles a parent, and their 
community involvement in the Chinese 
society.  Evidence of their character can also 
be noted through the accomplishments of 
their children and family. 

Winners will be honored at the United 
Chinese Society Banquet in June at the 
Empress Restaurant in Cultural Plaza.

Nominations forms are due by 5:00pm on 
Friday, April 6 at the United Chinese Society 
office.  For more information, or to get a copy 
of the nomination form, please call Henry Lee 
from the United Chinese Society at 536-4621.

The United Chinese 
Society is looking for 
candidates for the 2012

Annual Banquet

It is creeping upon us again….  The banquet will be Saturday, 
August 4th at Hee Hing Restaurant, so mark your calendars.

This is the one of the few times we can gather together as a 
whole society.  We will be fortunate to have Frank Delima
entertain us with his comedic antiques.

We will be selling only full tables of ten (10) persons to OSGL 
members at a special discounted rate of only $155.00 per table. 
OSGL Society will be subsidizing the remaining price.  What a 
deal!  Delicious food, good company, awesome price, and a 
comedy show…. You can’t go wrong!

Reservations for the banquet will begin to be taken at our 
April 15th Board of Directors meeting on a first come, first serve 
basis.  Tables will not be confirmed until payment is made.

If you are unable to attend our BOD 
Meeting and would like to reserve a table, 
please call Connie Mark at 455-5221 or 
Donna Chang at 537-4015 beginning 
April 15th.

ON THE MENUON THE MENU

Chinese Chicken Salad w/ Jellyfish

Seafood Tofu Soup

Kong Nam Chicken

Braised Beef Short Ribs w/ Taro

Asparagus Mushroom w/ Garlic Sauce

Lychee Pineapple Prawns

Sam See Cake Noodle

Steamed Salmon w/ Black Beans

Lychee Sherbert

* Menu subject to change.

RSVPRSVP

Mail payments with 
checks payable to 

“Oo Syak Gee Lu Society” to:

Connie Mark
2386 Auhuhu St.

Pearl City, HI 96782

HeeHeeHeeHeeHeeHeeHeeHee HingHingHingHingHingHingHingHing RestaurantRestaurantRestaurantRestaurantRestaurantRestaurantRestaurantRestaurant



Ellen Chang by 3/30 †Pearl Harbor Visitors Center / Departs 
promptly at 3:45pm

Pearl Harbor Boat TourApr 20

Manoa Chinese Cemetery / 9:00amQing MingApr 5

Ethel Chow by 10/11*TBD / TBDBoard of Directors MeetingOct 21

Connie Mark or Donna 
Chang beginning 4/15 ♠

Hee Hing Restaurant / TBDAnnual BanquetAug 4

TBDTBD / TBDScholarship DinnerJuly 7

Jamie ChangAvailable OnlineScholarship ApplicationsMar/Apr

Ethel Chow by 7/5*TBD / TBDBoard of Directors MeetingJuly 15

Ethel Chow by 4/5*Golden Palace / 10:30amBoard of Directors MeetingApr 15

Mille Ai-Chang for info**By email or postal mailScholarship Applications DueMay 12

Date Event Location / Time Contact

* To RSVP for Board of Directors meetings, please call Ethel Chow at 737-5864 or email mrsechow@gmail.com by the 

deadlines listed above beginning one month prior to the event.

** For scholarship information, please call Millie Ai-Chang at 422-2964. Completed applications should be sent to 

Hubert Chang at: 744 20th Ave., Honolulu, HI 96816 or changp005@hawaii.rr.com

† Pearl Harbor Tour Reservations: Call Ellen Chang at 623-5910 if interested in participating.

♠ For Banquet reservations, please call Connie Mark at 455-5221 or Donna Chang at 537-4015 beginning April 15th.

Note Your Calendars!
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Pearl Harbor Boat Tour

We have been invited by 
the United Chinese Society 
and the U.S. Navy to an 
educational boat tour around 
Pearl Harbor.

April 

20th

Hosted by Stanford Yuen, featured 
highlights are the December 7th Attack, Ford 
Island, historic sites of the Battleship USS 
Missouri, and the memorials of the USS Utah 
and USS Arizona, and much more.

The 2-hour boat tour will be held on 
Friday, April 20th at 3:45pm, departing from 
the pier at the Pearl Harbor Visitors Center.  
Free parking is available.  Cameras are 
permitted, however, no carry on purses, 
fanny packs, or bags.  Names are required in 
advance, and photo identification is required 
before boarding.

To reserve your spot on this special 
opportunity tour, please contact Ellen Chang 
at 623-5910 by March 30th.

2012-13 Scholarships 
Available On-Line

There are four $1,000 cash scholarships 
available to deserving and hard working Oo Syak
student members who will be attending a two-year 
or four-year accredited college, trade school, or 
technical school on a full time basis.  Graduate, 
post-graduate school, and internships are excluded.  
Applicants must be members for at least six months 
before applying.

Scholarship awards will be based on scholastic 
achievement, extra-curricular activities, leadership, 
and community involvement, as well as 
communication, writing skills, presentation, and 
creativity. 

Please download the application from our 
website at www.oosyakgeelu.com.  Hurry, 
completed application form and official transcript are 
due on May 12th.

This is the 14th year OSGL will 
be giving away scholarships to 
members to assist with financial 
expenses while going to college.
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