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Honolulu, Hawaii
Qing Ming
Tomb Sweeping in April
The month of April is celebrated for Qing Ming
Festival (清明节). Many local Chinese people gather
at their ancestral grave sites to pay respect and
honor their lives. The customs have been greatly
simplified today. After slightly sweeping the tombs,
people offer food, flowers and favorites of the
departed, then burn incense and paper money and
bow before the memorial tablet.
Kite flying is also very symbolic during this time.
It is the beginning of the spring season, where the
sun begins to shine brightly, hence, the translation of
Qing Ming is “clear and bright”. The weather is
perfect for kite flying. Families will fly kites during
the day, and at night, they will attach a string of
lanterns to the thread of their kites to look like
shining stars, and therefore, are called "god's
lanterns.“
Each year the United Chinese Society holds a
traditional Qing Ming ceremony and offering at the
Manoa Chinese cemetery. Parking is limited.
Please park on the streets at the bottom of the hill,
and a shuttle will bring you to the top of the
cemetery to the Grand Ancestral Tomb beginning at
8:30am. Program will begin at 9:30am. It is advised
to bring a light sweater, as it may get chilly.
For further details and information, please
contact the United Chinese Society at 536-4621.

OSGL Scholarships –
Deadline Approaching
It is scholarship time
again, and we are
seeking qualified OSGL
members who will become the future leaders of
our society. We will be giving away cash
scholarships of $1,000 each to assist with the
rising costs of books, living expenses, or tuition.
The application deadline is fast
approaching on April 30th. Please do not wait
till the last minute. Late applications will not be
accepted. No exceptions will be made.
Please see application for complete eligibility
rules. Applications can be downloaded from our
website at www.oosyakgeelu.com, and can be
submitted electronically via email, or postal mail.
A Scholarship Dinner will be held on July 9th
at Kirin Restaurant to congratulate our scholars.
All members or scholar’s family are invited to the
dinner for $30 per person. For
more information about our
scholarship program or to RSVP
for the dinner, please contact
Jamie Chang at
missjmechang@gmail.com
or call 387-9854.

Please visit our website at: www.oosyakgeelu.com
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Who’s Who
in Oo Syak Gee Lu Society
2016 Officers:

2016 Committees:

President
1st Vice Pres
2nd Vice Pres
Treasurer
English Secretary
Chinese Secretary

Donna N. Chang
Clayton K.L. Chang
Paulette K.Q. Chang
Daryl H.K. Hu
Constance K.H. Mark
Millie Ai-Chang

Financial Committee

Ex-Past President

Ethel Chang Chow

Scholarship Committee

2016 Board of Directors:
Alvin G.K. Chang
Deanna Chang
Edmund W.K. Chang
Ellen M. Chang
Eric W.T. Chang
Ernest G.C. Chang
Evelyn Y. Chang

Hubert W.N. Chang
Margaret M.H. Chang
Gwendolyn Chang Fu
Jamie M.Y. Chang
Jocelyn Chang-Chuck
Edith P.S. Won
Albert S.N Young

Chairperson: Daryl Hu
Alvin Chang, Clayton Chang, Kenneth Chang, Wah Jip
Chang, Harold Hu, Albert Young

PR & Membership Committee
Chairperson: Clayton Chang
Ed Chang, Ellen Chang, Hubert Chang, Edith Won
Chairperson: Jamie Chang
Mildred Ai-Chang, Gwendolyn Chang Fu, Hubert Chang,
Jocelyn Chang-Chuck, Edith Won

Banquet & Events Committee
Co-chairpersons: Constance Mark and Donna Chang
Hubert Chang, Jamie Chang, Kenneth Chang, Margaret
Chang, Paulette Chang

Nominating Committee
Chairperson: Ernest Chang
Deanna Chang, Evelyn Chang

Honorary Directors:
2015
2012
2011
2008

An Honorary Director is a member who has been recognized
as a benefactor to the Society through outstanding services,
such as serving as an officer or director. This award is the
highest that the Society bestows. This non-voting position
award is presented for the life of the individual.

Harold K.C. Hu
Gertrude Y.K. Chang Yee
Wah Jip Chang
Maile K. Chang

Who Are We???
You may wonder who OSGL Officers and BOD are and what we do outside of OSGL. This segment
will feature a few of our leaders each month, so stay tuned for more people/leaders in future
newsletters. You’ll never know who will be featured next!
Paulette K. Q. Chang
2nd

Current Position:
Vice President
Previous Positions Held: Board of
Director, Banquets & Events Committee

Paulette retired from Hawaiian
TelCom Customer Service for Residential &
Finance. She currently works part time as a
USDA LA Plant Protection Aid. She loves cooking,
gardening, and traveling around the world. She
recently went on a river cruise from Budapest to
Prague in 2015, and will be going to Spain and
Italy this spring. Paulette enjoys meeting other
members who share the same family ties as her
grandparents’ hometown of Oo Syak.

Daryl H.K. Hu
Current Position: Treasurer
Other Positions Held: Financial
Committee Chairperson

Daryl is a self employed
Certified Public Accountant. He takes care of all
OSGL finances, pays our bills and annual taxes,
and allows the society to eat well at meetings. He
even helps maintain OSGL apartment building
with Oishi Property Management Company.
During his spare time (if any), Daryl likes to spend
time with his family, play tennis, and golf. He is
married to wife Patti, and has three children
Lindsey, Andrew, and Joey.

Please visit our website at: www.oosyakgeelu.com
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Members Corner
Share with us news about
a new member or death in
your family, a new job or
retirement, a milestone
graduation or birthday, special
trips or memories back to China. There must be
countless things that are interesting in your lives.
We’d love to hear about it.
Please submit your stories and any
accompanying photos to our newsletter editor.
You may also update your membership records
(phone #, mailing address or email address), or
be added to our email list, you can send a
message to the contact information below.
OO SYAK GEE LU SOCIETY
c/o JAMIE CHANG
5355 Papai Street • Honolulu, HI 96821
Email: missjmechang@gmail.com
Phone: (808) 387-9854

Member Updates
Kenneth K.C. Chang – After injuring himself from
a fall late last year, Kenneth has been
recuperating at Hale Nani, a care home in
Makiki. He served on the Board for many years
and is past president (2007-2008). We wish him
a speedy recovery so he can join us again at our
meetings and events.
Dai Fun Chang – Has been in and out of the
hospital with pneumonia. His wife Evelyn Chang
is one of our current BOD.

Remembering our members ….
Lawrence G.H. Chang – Passed away earlier this
year on January 22nd. He is a past president
(1975-1976) and was still involved in his later
years as much as his health allowed him to be.
In addition to his time serving as president, his
father, Nai Man Chang, his mother, Gertrude
Chang, and brother Alvin Chang have also
served as presidents for OSGL.

Bylaws Membership Changes

Membership Benefits

At our annual General
Membership & Election meeting in
November, members voted to
make changes to the bylaws to
include the lineage of female descendants from
Oo Syak Village.
This means that any person who is able to
prove their blood lineage to a person who is from
Oo Syak Village (on the male or female side) is
eligible to become a member.
We hope that this will increase our aging
membership, and allow younger generations to
become more involved in society events. Signing
up to be a member is simple. Just complete a
membership application form and submit a onetime lifetime membership fee of $25.
Membership applications are available on the
OSGL website at www.oosyakgeelu.com. Any
applicant will be reviewed by the Membership
Committee and presented to the Board of
Directors for final approval.

Members receive a variety of
benefits at OSGL. They are
invited to join OSGL Officers
and Board of Directors at the
quarterly board meeting. Here, members can find
out the scoops of what events are going on, and
enjoy a free lunch.
Each year, OSGL holds an Annual Banquet and
Christmas Luncheon, which is a chance for all of us
to get together and share the camaraderie and
fellowship of other members’ family and friends.
There is also a scholarship program where
OSGL distributes cash awards to student members
who are pursuing a higher education.
Other events are held exclusively for members
that are free of charge. Non-members may have a
nominal fee to participate. Once you become an
OSGL member, you are a member for life! A onetime membership fee of $25, valid for the
remainder of your lifetime.

Please visit our website at: www.oosyakgeelu.com
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Oo Syak Gee Lu Society History
In 1878, Chang Yick Leong, of the Oo Syak Village, within the Gook Doo district of
Zhongshan County, came to Honolulu. He established and owned a store at the corner
of Hotel and Smith Street, named Kung Hip Loong, selling Chinese and Western goods.
When people from Oo Syak Village living all over the Hawaiian islands came to
Honolulu to buy farm tools and Chinese goods, they stayed at the Kung Hip Loong Store
and took their meals there. Eventually the press of visitors grew too large, so Mr. Chang
bought a piece of property on 312/318 Kamakela Lane, near North Kukui Street for $500
and built a two-story wooden structure on it. The upstairs area included a sitting area for
members use to rest and “talk story”. Downstairs, were four rooms for transient visitors.
OSGL Society founder: Meals were still provided at the store.
Chang, Yick Leong
In December 1897, Yick Leong formed the Oo Syak Gee Lu Society with Chang Dim
Sin (his assistant), and brothers Chang Batt and Chang Kee. In this way, villagers maintained a sense of
community among themselves.
After a number of years, Chang Yick Leong retired and returned to China to live. In 1900, Honolulu
community members wrote a letter to him to request that the deed to his store be transferred to the newly
formed Oo Syak Gee Lu Society. Mr. Chang generously complied with the request.
In 1955, the Society was incorporated. At this time, its property was listed at 5645 sq. ft. on the tax bill.
The house on it included about 14 rooms, rented for a monthly amount of $10-$17. Tenants included
Chinese and non-Chinese boarders.
The Society continued for many years, until the Honolulu city government bought out the property in the
Chinatown redevelopment project of 1960. For a brief period in 1963-1964, when the Society was looking
for a place to put its roots down, it owned property in Waimanalo. Currently, the society owns an older 6unit apartment building at 2624-B Kapiolani Blvd, near the intersection of Kapiolani, Date and Kamoku
Streets, which was purchased in 1965 with funds from the sale of the Waimanalo property. Rental income
from this property continues to fund the activities of the Society.
Source: USC publication, Society website, correspondence with Ed Chang

Genealogy Project - ONGOING
UPDATE ALERT! Our Membership Chairperson, Clayton Chang has identified 25 main families
through our membership list. He has contacted some of our members via phone or email to get a basic
family tree. With these conversations, Clayton was able to group 300+ members from our membership
list into these families. Most of these families are able to trace back to founding fathers of OSGL who
came to Hawaii more than 100 years ago.
This project is a continual work in progress. Information needed for
What is a jook-pu 家谱?
your genealogy is as follows:
Also known as jia-pu, or
zu-pu, (translated as
genealogy record), is a
record of a clan's history
and lineage. It documents
the origins of the surname,
the migration patterns of the
clan, the family lineage, the
ancestral biography, the
story of the locality, etc.

1.
2.
3.
4.

Full name (with Chinese characters, if possible)
Birth date
Birth place
Relationships between family members

Please submit your immediate family’s (spouse, parents, children,
grandparents, siblings, aunts, and uncles) information to Connie Mark
and Clayton Chang. If you would like to have a template/worksheet to
start from, please contact them, and one will be sent to you.
Connie Mark: 455-5221 / connie.mark@gmail.com
Clayton Chang: 373-1714 / cc_ent@hotmail.com

There is potential to grow our society, as relatives (male and female lineage) of these members are
able to now join OSGL due to the new bylaw change. To become a member, please download and
submit a Membership Application form from our website at www.oosyakgeelu.com.

Please visit our website at: www.oosyakgeelu.com
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A Dinner Shared with
Sun Yet Sen Descendant
A fellow member Basilio Chen, ambassador to
OSGL when we travelled to China, introduced us
to the great-grandson of Dr. Sun Yet Sen. Over
dinner we spoke about his upbringing in New
York, and travels to Hawaii as a kid. He visited
Hawaii in with his wife, Peggy, in February, and
had dinner at Mandalay Restaurant.
Being the great-grandson on Dr. Sun Yet Sen,
it is easy to trace his genealogy thru the Sun
family. However, he recently wanted to trace his
mother’s roots, and found out that she is from Oo
Syak Village. It is fascinating to now say that
OSGL has ties to a such a prominent figure in
Chinese history.

Annual Banquet
Or annual banquet is
scheduled for Saturday,
August 6th at the Mandalay
Restaurant, beginning
promptly at 6:00pm. Social hour begins at
5:30pm. As usual, OSGL will be offering a
special price of $185 to it’s members for full
tables (10 persons per table). This is a 50%
discount from regular price.
Reservations will begin to be accepted at our
BOD meeting on April 17th at Wah Kung
Restaurant in Mapunapuna. Please, no
reservations will be taken before this date.
Reservations will not be confirmed until payments
have been received.
On the Menu:
Chinese Chicken Salad
Diced Winter Melon Seafood Soup
Steamed Fish Fillets with Ginger Scallion
Eight Treasure Stuffed Duck
Steam Chicken with Virginia Ham and Mustard Cabbage
Shrimp with Broccoli
Braised E-mein with Chicken
Rice
Dessert – Lichi Gelato

(front row, L-R) 1st Vice President Clayton Chang with
wife and daughter, Maureen and Jamie.
(back row, L-R) English Secretary Connie Mark,
Peggy Sun, Leland Sun, Herbert Mark, and President
Donna Chang.

Please call Connie Mark at 455-5221 to make
your reservation. Mail complete payments with
checks payable to “Oo Syak Gee Lu Society” to:
Connie Mark
2386 Auhuhu St.
Pearl City, HI 96782

Dr. Sun Yet Sen Lei Ceremony
Local Chinese societies and organizations gathered together on Saturday,
March 12th to commemorate Dr. Sun Yet Sen, who died on this date in 1925.
He is known to be a Chinese revolutionary, first president and founding father
of the Republic of China (present day Taiwan), and medical practitioner. He
has local ties to Hawaii, as he graduated from Iolani School in 1882, and
later went to Oahu College (currently known as Punahou School).
OSGL officers paid tribute to Dr. Sen by presenting a lei of honor to this
majestic gentleman who made great changes in Chinese history.
Pictured from L-R: President Donna Chang, 1st Vice President Clayton Chang
with wife/member Maureen Chang, 2nd Vice President Paulette Chang, and
Herbert Mark (husband of English Secretary Connie Mark, who is missing.
She is behind the lens taking the picture).

Please visit our website at: www.oosyakgeelu.com
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NIGHT IN CHINATOWN PARADE
JANARY 30, 2016

Please visit our website at: www.oosyakgeelu.com
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Model Chinese Mother and
Father of the Year
For the past 60 years, the United
Chinese Society has been honoring a
Model Chinese Mother and Father of
the Year. This recognition is given to
individuals who by their dedication
hard work, and integrity, have reared
a successful family as evidenced by character,
education, and accomplishments of their children.
The current search for the 2016 Model Chinese
Mother and Father is on. Nomination forms are
available at the United Chinese Society. The
deadline to submit the forms is Saturday, April 2nd by
5:00pm to the UCS office located at 42 N King Street,
Honolulu, HI 96817.
The nominees will be judged by a panel of leading
citizens. The winners will be honored at the UCS
annual banquet in June.
For a copy of the nomination form, please contact
the United Chinese Society at 539-4621.

Board Of Directors Meeting
Take a break after you file your federal
taxes (due April 15th). We invite you to come
to our next Board of Directors Meeting on April
17th at Wah Kung Restaurant in Mapunapuna,
located in the old 99 Ranch Marketplace.
Members are always welcome at these
meetings to find out what’s going on in the
Society. Each committee gives a full report of
what went on in the past quarter, and
announce any future events. There are some
things discussed in the meetings before it gets
published in this newsletter.
After we conduct our business, a full lunch
is served, and free to members. Guests who
are non-members can join in our lunch for a
nominal fee of $15. During lunchtime, we have
a good time and mingle with other members
To RSVP for this meeting, please call
Clayton Chang at 373-1714 or email him at
cc_ent@hotmail.com by April 7th.

Note Your Calendars!
Our Banquet Committee is still selecting locations and menus for events this year. Please
notate the dates in your calendars, and we will update times and locations in future
newsletters.

Date

Event

Location / Time

Contact

April 5

Qing Ming

9:30am / Manoa Chinese Cemetery

United Chinese Society at
536-4621

April 17

BOD Meeting

10:30am / Wah Kung Restaurant

Clayton Chang by 4/7

April 30

Scholarships Due

Email or postal mail

Hubert Chang**

July 9

Scholarship Dinner

5:00pm / Kirin Chinese Restaurant

Jamie Chang by 6/15**

July 17

BOD Meeting

10:30am / TBD

Clayton Chang by 7/7

Aug 6

Annual Banquet

5:00pm / Mandalay Restaurant

Oct 16

BOD Meeting

10:30am / TBD

Clayton Chang by 10/6

Nov

General Membership Meeting

10:30am / TBD

Clayton Chang by

Dec

Christmas Luncheon

11:00am / Wah Kung Restaurant

* To RSVP for Board of Directors meetings, please call Clayton Chang at 373-1714 or email cc_ent@hotmail.com by the
deadlines listed above beginning one month prior to the event.
** For Scholarship information, please call Jamie Chang at 387-9854 or email missjmechang@gmail.com. Completed
applications should be postmarked by April 30th and mailed to Hubert Chang at: 744 20th Ave., Honolulu, HI 96816 or
emailed to hubert.chang007@gmail.com. No late application accepted.

Please visit our website at: www.oosyakgeelu.com
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2016 Student Summer Camp

Chinese Superstitions

The Zhongshan Overseas Affairs Office has
announced that the 2016 Summer Camp will
be held in July in Zhongshan, China.
This approximate two week camp is
co-sponsored by the United Chinese Society of
Hawaii and will give local students ages 16-26
years old an opportunity to learn Chinese
history, arts and crafts, and kung fu. Students
will be able to mingle with local Zhongshan
students, visit historic sites, and have a chance
to seek their roots in the parental villages.
For more information please call Ms. Lani
Kwong, Executive Assistant, at the United
Chinese Society at 536-4621 for exact dates,
expenses, and an interview schedule.

Have you ever heard your grandparents tell you
things you should or shouldn’t do, and you’ve asked
why? There’s no real answer as to WHY, but it made
sense you you.

WATCH WHERE YOU WALK… Should you come
across a pair of trousers on a clothesline or
anywhere else, you should not walk under it. Not only
is it bad luck, but you will never grow thereafter.
Especially bad are women’s pants.
HOW TO GET RID OF NIGHTMARES… Should
your child come crying to you in the middle of the
night, bothered by scary dreams, burn a pan with
some red paper and alum crystal and have your child
jump over it. If your child is too young to jump, carry
him and circle him around the fire once or
twice, while chanting comforting words.
The nightmares will go away, and in the
pan, melted, will be the configuration of
the evil one causing the frightful dreams.

