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Honolulu, Hawaii
Welcome Our New Members
Now that our bylaws have changed to
also include the lineage of female
descendants from Oo Syak Village, we have
been getting many applications for new
Stan Bill Akiona
members. The bylaws now state that any
Cynthia Aki Chow
person who is able to prove their blood
Deborah Lee Chow
Dickson Wo Fook Chow
lineage to a person who was born or lived in Oo Syak Village (on
Jason Hou Yien Chow
the male or female side) is eligible to become a member. We
Lulu Shen Chow
hope to increase our aging membership, by allowing younger
Melvin Wo Kau Chow
generations to become more involved in society events, and
Stacy Christina Chuck
encouraging them to be more culturally aware of their heritage.
Stuart Christopher Chuck
Here is a list of 25 new members who were accepted at our
Wilfred Chuck
Alexia Taylor Fu
first two Board of Directors meeting this year. More applications
Dayna Michelle Fu
are coming in, and they will be reviewed in the third quarter.
Betsy Sook Ping Jung Ho
Members receive a variety of benefits at OSGL. They are
Wai Tak Lam
invited to join OSGL Officers and Board of Directors at the
H. Andrew Gee Hung Liu
quarterly board meeting. Here, members can find out the scoops
Gwendilyn Mui Yin Liu
of what events are going on, and enjoy a free lunch.
Herbert Mark
Other events are held exclusively for members free of charge
Kevin Y.C. Mark
Kendall Stanley Mark
such as parades and picnics. Occasionally there may be a other
Kimi K.J. Mark
opportunities to meet with delegates from China. Non-members
Sara L. Mark
may have a nominal fee to participate. Once you become an
Leah Wai Lan McEvoy
OSGL member, you are a member for life.
Matthew Chang McEvoy
If you know of a family member who would like to become a
Stephen Sakamoto
member, applications are available on the OSGL website at
Leland Sun
www.oosyakgeelu.com. All applicants must submit completed
Congratulations to all of our new
application and a one-time lifetime membership fee of $25 (nonmembers!
We hope to see you at our
refundable). They will be reviewed by the Membership Committee
future meetings and events!
and presented to the Board of Directors for final approval.

Please visit our website at: www.oosyakgeelu.com
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Who’s Who
in Oo Syak Gee Lu Society
2016 Officers:

2016 Committees:

President
1st Vice Pres
2nd Vice Pres
Treasurer
English Secretary
Chinese Secretary

Donna N. Chang
Clayton K.L. Chang
Paulette K.Q. Chang
Daryl H.K. Hu
Constance K.H. Mark
Millie Ai-Chang

Ex-Past President

Ethel Chang Chow

2016 Board of Directors:
Alvin G.K. Chang
Deanna Chang
Edmund W.K. Chang
Ellen M. Chang
Eric W.T. Chang
Ernest G.C. Chang
Evelyn Y. Chang

Hubert W.N. Chang
Margaret M.H. Chang
Gwendolyn Chang Fu
Jamie M.Y. Chang
Jocelyn Chang-Chuck
Edith P.S. Won
Albert S.N Young

Honorary Directors:
2015
2012
2011
2008

Harold K.C. Hu
Gertrude Y.K. Chang Yee
Wah Jip Chang
Maile K. Chang

Updating Records
If you are moving, or if your address has
changed, please don’t forget to update your
records with us. You can easily update your
information by sending an email or phone call to
our Membership Chairperson.
If you are receiving our newsletters via postal
mail, and would like to go “green” by switching to
email, just send an email with “OSGL EMAIL” in
the subject line.
It’s that quick and easy! It will only take less
than 2 minutes of your time!
OO SYAK GEE LU SOCIETY
c/o CLAYTON CHANG
5355 Papai Street • Honolulu, HI 96821
Email: cc_ent@hotmail.com
Phone: (808) 373-1714

Financial Committee
Chairperson: Daryl Hu
Alvin Chang, Clayton Chang, Albert Young

PR & Membership Committee
Chairperson: Clayton Chang
Ed Chang, Ellen Chang, Eric Chang, Edith Won

Scholarship Committee
Chairperson: Jamie Chang
Mildred Ai-Chang, Gwendolyn Chang Fu, Hubert Chang,
Jocelyn Chang-Chuck, Edith Won

Banquet & Events Committee
Co-chairpersons: Constance Mark and Donna Chang
Hubert Chang, Jamie Chang, Margaret Chang, Paulette
Chang

Nominating Committee
Chairperson: Ernest Chang
Deanna Chang, Evelyn Chang
An Honorary Director is a member who has been
recognized as a benefactor to the Society through
outstanding services, such as serving as an officer or
director. This award is the highest that the Society
bestows. This non-voting position award is presented for
the life of the individual.

Member Updates
Dai Fun Chang – Has been admitted to One
Kalaukaua Senior Living Center skilled nursing
facility. He was battling pneumonia for the past
several months. His wife Evelyn serves on the
Board of Directors..

Remembering our members ….
Kenneth K.C. Chang – A retired
U.S. Air Force Major, Kenneth,
84, passed away in May after
battling a long illness. He served
as OSGL president from 20072008, and many years as a Board
of Director. He is survived by wife Donna Chang
(current president of OSGL), son Kevin, and a
granddaughter.

Please visit our website at: www.oosyakgeelu.com
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Members Corner

Who Are We???
You may wonder who OSGL Officers and BOD are and what we do outside of OSGL. This segment
features our leaders of the Society. We’ve already featured our President Donna N. Chang, 1st Vice
President Clayton K.L. Chang, 2nd Vice President Paulette K. Q. Chang, and Treasurer Daryl H.K. Hu
in previous issues. Here are the remaining two officers.
Connie K.H. Mark

Millie Ai-Chang

Current Position: English Secretary,
Banquets & Events Committee Co-Chair

Current Position: Chinese Secretary
Other Positions Held: Board of
Director, PR Membership &
Scholarship Committee Co-Chair

Connie is a retired educator for the
Department of Education. She now
enjoys watching Korean dramas and traveling the
world with her husband Herbert. She is also
learning Chinese and trying to become our
genealogy expert. She has travelled back to Oo
Syak Village three times, and found her
grandfather’s home in the village, and met up with
cousins she never knew she had in China.

Millie has been a member since she was a
little kid. She loves coming to meetings to
reminisce with older members of the days gone
by. She enjoys cooking, shopping, and eating
with friends and family. She would like to see
new members become involved in the Society
and carry on our Chinese culture.

MEET THE CURRENT BOARD OF DIRECTORS:
Alvin G.K. Chang – Previously served as President from 2009-2010. He is a retired owner of an insurance agency. Alvin’s
hobbies are ballroom dancing, and travelling with his wife Jade.
Deanna Chang – Retired in human resources. She currently volunteers at the film festival, and enjoys qigong, yoga, and
meditation. Deanna wants to engage more into her roots, and with village descendants.
Edmund W.K. Chang – Our current webmaster, Ed served as President from 1998-2001 and 2011, and past Chair for the PR
& Membership Committee. He is the former editor of this newsletter. Ed works at Hawaiian Electric as an engineer.
Ellen M. Chang – A retired volunteer at Pali Momi Medical Center as a diabetes coordinator. Now she is a homemaker and
enjoys working on the computer, baking, and making Smileboxes.
Eric W.T. Chang – One of our newest Directors, Eric is a master gardener (aquaponics, hydroponics, and container). He is
trying to research and grow medicinal and herbal plants.
Ernest G.C. Chang – Retired from the US Air Force and Pearl Harbor pipefitter. He enjoys ballroom dancing and traveling
with his wife Lillian. He also spends a lot of time on his home repairs.
Evelyn Y. Chang – A retired cocktail waitress, Evelyn now enjoys watching her Korean dramas (doesn’t miss a show), and
her great grandchildren.
Hubert W.N. Chang – Another one of our newest Directors, Hubert is a self employed insurance broker who loves to play
softball and surf the Internet.
Margaret M.H. Chang – Retired as a wire clerk for First Interstate Bank. She enjoys gardening and cooking, and goes to the
Pauahi Senior Center to exercise and socialize.
Gwendolyn Chang Fu – Previously living in Maui, Gwen is a retired elementary school teacher. She does a lot of handicraft
work. She also enjoys exploring new restaurants, walking, reading, playing cards, and watching movies.
Jamie M.Y. Chang – President from 2012-2013, chairperson of the Scholarship Committee, newsletter editor. Jamie works
at Pharmacare in the Specialty Pharmacy department. She enjoys playing the piano, travelling, and making photobooks.
Jocelyn Chang-Chuck – Currently works for the Department of Army. During her free time, she tends to her horse and
enjoys horse back riding. She also enjoys travelling for work and with her family.
Edith P.S. Won – Is retired from Kamehameha Investment Corporations as an Administrative Manager and Corporate
Secretary. She currently runs her son’s dental practice, and is active in many Chinese clubs around town. Edith served as
President from 2005-2006.
Albert S.N Young – As a retired realtor, Albert spends his time golfing, traveling, and having lunch with his friends. He loves
going to Las Vegas (but sometimes making a deposit there!).
Ethel C. Chow – Ethel is the current past President. She is retired as a Veterans Benefits Counselor. She keeps herself
busy with activities at Kahala Nui.

Please visit our website at: www.oosyakgeelu.com
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SCHOLARSHIP SPOTLIGHT
On July 9th our scholarship dinner was
held at Kirin Restaurant. We honored our
scholarship recipient, Kendrick Chang, who
received his second $1,000 scholarship
from OSGL.
Kendrick is only one of four applicants
who qualified for our scholarship with a
complete application. Kendrick is enrolled in an outstanding
curriculum and finds time for community involvement inside and
outside of school.
KENDRICK SAI YAU CHANG
Parents: Kevin K.W. Chang (deceased) and Alisa W.Y. Lee Chang
Grandparents: Wah Jip Chang and Francis Pang Chang (deceased)

OSGL Scholar recipient Kendrick
Chang with President Donna Chang

We first met Kendrick last year when he received his first OSGL Scholarship award. At that time, he
was a graduate of Kaiser High School where he won many accolades and recognition in literary and
academics, Boy Scouts of America, and through the Legislature.
Last summer, Kendrick experienced the passing of his grandmother and father within months. This
didn’t stop him in continuing his efforts to save the Ka Iwi Coastline. As a Youth Coordinator, he
volunteered for three months on a community campaign sign waving, sending email updates, managing
social media pages, and promoting youth involvement. Collectively, he was able raise more than
$680,000 to save 182 acres near Sandy Beach, which exceeded the goal of $500,000.
Shortly after, Kendrick attended his first year at George Washington University in Washington D.C.,
and continued with his involvement. He joined the staff of the George Washington University “The
Hatchet” newspaper. As a staff writer, he published numerous news articles relating to public safety and
community issues on campus and Foggy Bottom areas. He also became a member of the GWU
Strategic Crisis Simulation Writing Team where he had to research, draft, and edit written materials for
simulation conferences.
Kendrick also joined the Hawaii Club and became an Executive Board Freshman Representative.
He was responsible for planning and executing planned events, club obligations, and activities for
the Hawaii Club. He was also in
charge of recruitment and outreach
to attract new club members from
the Class of 2019.
With a planned major in Political
Science and Communication, and a
minor in History, Kendrick hopes to
enter law school and become a
public sector attorney, specializing
in white collar crime prosecution and
labor employment law. His other
option is to work as a public
information officer in the public
sector, serving the public’s interest.
Kendrick with his family celebrating his second OSGL Scholarship Award.

Please visit our website at: www.oosyakgeelu.com
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Annual Banquet Coming Up
Or annual banquet is
scheduled for Saturday,
August 6th at the Mandalay
Restaurant, beginning
promptly at 6:00pm. Social hour will start at
5:30pm.
Our tables are sold out. For those of you
who already purchased a table, please
remember there will be a corkage fee of $20
(cash only) if you bring your own beverages.
Other beverages (beer, wine, liquor, and soft
drinks) will be available for purchase at the bar.
You may bring your own pupus/desserts.
Please bring your own plates/utensils as
necessary.
Validated parking is across the street in
Bishop Square.
On the Menu:
Chinese Chicken Salad
Diced Winter Melon Seafood Soup
Steamed Fish Fillets with Ginger Scallion
Eight Treasure Stuffed Duck
Steam Chicken with Virginia Ham and Mustard Cabbage
Shrimp with Broccoli
Braised E-mein with Chicken
Rice
Dessert – Lichi Gelato

This was already published in last year’s newsletter, but it is
always a good reminder during our Banquet. Although these
may be Chinese traditions, some are common sense and
can be applied to any banquet situation.
Dining Etiquette
• The Chinese prefer to entertain in public places rather than in their homes,
especially when entertaining foreigners.
• If you are invited to their house, consider it a great honor. If you must turn
down such an honor, it is considered polite to explain the conflict in your
schedule so that your actions are not taken as a slight.
• Arrive on time, and bring a small gift to the hostess.
• Eat well to demonstrate that you are enjoying the food!
Table manners:
• Learn to use chopsticks.
• Wait to be told where to sit. The guest of honor should seat facing the door.
• The host begins eating first and offers the first toast.
• Use serving utensils provided with dishes, and it is gracious to offer the
host the first serving.
• You should try everything that is offered to you.
• Never eat the last piece from the serving tray – offer it to another person.
• Be observant to other peoples' needs – refill their teacup or wineglass when
you see it is half or nearly empty.
• Chopsticks should be returned to the chopstick rest after every few bites
and when you drink or stop to speak.
• Do not put bones in your bowl. Place them on the table or in a special bowl
for that purpose.
• Hold the rice bowl close to your mouth while eating.
• Do not be offended if a Chinese person makes slurping or belching sounds;
it merely indicates that they are enjoying their food.
• There are no strict rules about finishing all the food in your bowl.

Genealogy Project - ONGOING
UPDATE ALERT! Our Membership Chairperson, Clayton Chang has identified 25 main families
through our membership list. He has contacted some of our members via phone or email to get a basic
family tree. With these conversations, Clayton was able to group 300+ members from our membership
list into these families. Most of these families are able to trace back to founding fathers of OSGL who
came to Hawaii more than 100 years ago.
This project is a continual work in progress. Information needed for
What is a jook-pu 家谱?
your genealogy is as follows:
Also known as jia-pu, or
zu-pu, (translated as
genealogy record), is a
record of a clan's history
and lineage. It documents
the origins of the surname,
the migration patterns of the
clan, the family lineage, the
ancestral biography, the
story of the locality, etc.

1.
2.
3.
4.

Full name (with Chinese characters, if possible)
Birth date
Birth place
Relationships between family members

Please submit your immediate family’s (spouse, parents, children,
grandparents, siblings, aunts, and uncles) information to Connie Mark
and Clayton Chang. If you would like to have a template/worksheet to
start from, please contact them, and one will be sent to you.
Connie Mark: 455-5221 / connie.mark@gmail.com
Clayton Chang: 373-1714 / cc_ent@hotmail.com

There is potential to grow our society, as relatives (male and female lineage) of these members are
able to now join OSGL due to the new bylaw change. To become a member, please download and
submit a Membership Application form from our website at www.oosyakgeelu.com.

Please visit our website at: www.oosyakgeelu.com
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Dragon Boat Festival 端午节
The Dragon Boat Festival, or (Duan Wu Jie 端午节), will be held Saturday, July 30th at Ala Moana
Beach Park from 8am – 4pm. A team of paddlers, in various heats, will race across the water in the
beautifully dressed dragon boats, with a steersman, a drummer, and a flag catcher. The paddlers stroke
in sync to the beat of their drum, and race to the finish line. The winner is the team to grab the flag first.
Traditionally, the Dragon Boat Festival falls on the 5th day of the 5th month in the lunar calendar,
which was June 6th in our Gregorian calendar. It is a Chinese holiday that commemorates the life and
death of the famous Chinese scholar and poet Qu Yuan (Chu Yuan), 343–278 BC, who drowned
himself in the Miluo River.
The folk legend stated that fishermen threw rice into the river to save
Qu Yuan in his afterlife, but later believed that the fish in the river began to
eat the rice. To prevent the fish from eating the rice, the rice was wrapped
in silk to protect it. Later the silk was replaced with bamboo leaves, and it is
known to us as the delicious glutinous rice treat joong (or jongzi 粽子). The
fishermen would paddle out on their boats and used drums and paddles to scare
the fish away. Today, people celebrate with the dragon boat races and eating joong.

UCS Annual Picnic
The United Chinese
Society will be hosting
their annual summer
picnic on Sunday, August
28th at Kapiolani Park between the Waikiki
Bandstand and Waikiki Shell.
There will be fun and games for both
kids and adults. Lucky numbers are drawn,
and there are prizes for everyone, young
and old! Everyone goes home a winner!
A Chinese bento will be provided to all
who attend. OSGL members are free!
Non-members are only $7, which includes a
Chinese bento lunch, grilled hotdogs and
hamburgers, ice cold watermelon, and
desserts.
Call or email Clayton to RSVP today. All
who attend will be required to wear their
gray OSGL t-shirts.
ANNUAL PICNIC
Date:
Time:
Place:

Sunday, August 28, 2016
9:00am – 2:00pm
Kapiolani Park – Area #3
(between Bandstand and Shell)
RSVP: Call Clayton Chang at 373-1714
home or 228-5264 cell. Or email
at cc_ent@hotmail.com

Moon Festival Celebration 中秋节
Moon Festival, or Mid Autumn
Festival (Zhong Qiu Jie 中秋节), is just
around the corner. Known to be the
second largest celebration to the Lunar
New Year, it is on the 15th day of the 8th
month of the lunar calendar. This year,
in the Gregorian calendar, it falls on September 15th.
The United Chinese Society and the Chinese
Chamber of Commerce Hawaii will be co-sponsoring
the Moon Festival Celebration in the Chinese Cultural
Plaza on Friday, September 9th and Saturday,
September 10th.
There will many food vendors and with your
favorite Chinese street foods, selling Chinese trinkets
knick-knacks, and even the most special
mooncakes of the season. If you’ve
ever been to the night markets in
China, this event is one of the closest
as you will get to a China night market!
MOON FESTIVAL CELEBRATION
Date:
Time:

September 9-10, 2016 (Fri/Sat)
Friday, tentatively begins around 3pm*
Saturday, tentatively begins around 10am*
(*please double check start times)

Place: Chinese Cultural Plaza
Details: Call United Chinese Society at 536-4621,

or Chinese Chamber of Commerce
Hawaii at 533-3181

Please visit our website at: www.oosyakgeelu.com
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Chinese Superstitions
Have your parents ever
told you something to do, or
not to do when you were a
kid? Ever wondered why they
told you this? The answer was always “just
because…”
This will be a new segment of our
newsletter where all the old Chinese Wives
Tales you heard as you were growing up are
somewhat explained. This issue, we will look
at auspicious Chinese colors:
RED is the color of blood or life and will
bring happiness, wealth, fame, and good luck.
BLACK is the color of feces and is
associated with evil, disaster and bad fortune.
WHITE is the color of mother's milk. It
symbolizes moderation, purity, honesty and
life and balances red and black.

Board Of Directors Meetings
Board of Director Meetings are held each quarter in
January, April, July, and October, usually on the third
Sunday of the month.
We gather at a local restaurant, and like to try new
places. Members are always welcome at these
meetings to find out what’s going on in the Society.
During each meeting, which lasts about 40 minutes,
each committee gives a full report of what went on in
the past quarter, and announce any future events. After
we conduct our business, a full lunch is served, and free
to members. Guests who are non-members can join in
our lunch for a nominal fee of $15. During lunchtime,
we have a good time and mingle with other members.
To RSVP for BOD meetings, please call Clayton
Chang at 373-1714 or email him at
cc_ent@hotmail.com. Reservations are taken
beginning one month prior to each meeting, and
deadlines are ten days prior to each event.

Note Your Calendars!
Our Banquet Committee is still selecting locations and menus for events this year. Please
notate the dates in your calendars, and we will update times and locations in future
newsletters.

Date

Event

Location / Time

Contact

Jul 30

Dragon Boat Festival

8:00am – 4:00pm / Ala Moana Beach Park

www.dragonboathawaii.com

Aug 6

Annual Banquet

5:00pm / Mandalay Restaurant

SOLD OUT

Aug 28

United Chinese Society
Annual Picnic

9am – 2pm / Kapiolani Park – Area #3
(between Waikiki Bandstand and Shell)

Clayton Chang by 8/12

Sept 9

Moon Festival Celebration

TBD / Chinese Cultural Plaza

Sept 10

Moon Festival Celebration

TBD / Chinese Cultural Plaza

United Chinese Society or
the Chinese Chamber of
Commerce**

Oct 16

BOD Meeting

11:00am / Old Spaghetti Factory

Clayton Chang by 10/6

Nov 20

General Membership Meeting

10:30am / Golden Palace

Clayton Chang by 11/10

Dec 3

Christmas Luncheon

11:00am / Wah Kung Restaurant

Connie Mark beginning 10/16

Jan 8

Installation Meeting

10:30am / TBD

Jan 21

Chinese New Year Parade

2:15pm / Meet at State Capitol Grounds
3:00pm – Parade begins

Jan 22

BOD Meeting

10:30am / TBD

Apr 16

BOD Meeting

10:30am / TBD

(details to follow)

* To RSVP for Board of Directors meetings and the UCS Annual Picnic, please call Clayton Chang at 373-1714 or email
cc_ent@hotmail.com by the deadlines listed above beginning one month prior to the event.
** For Moon Festival Celebration information and time of event, please call United Chinese Society at 536-4621, or Chinese
Chamber of Commerce Hawaii at 533-3181

Please visit our website at: www.oosyakgeelu.com
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