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The guide in search of roots stays true to his mission

——Sidelights of Albert Cheng, the founder and consultant of “In Search of Roots” in San Francisco
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On the evening of November 5%, 2018, at the
second floor of Shigi Restaurant in Zhongshan,
an “senior master” in scarlet T-shirt was busy
receiving over 30 English speakers. When he
stands up, a line of white words both in Chinese
and English in his T-shirt was showed: “F4& in
SEARCH of ROOTS".
One

This “senior master” is Albert Cheng, a
70-year-old Chinese American. His ancestral home
is in Wushi Village, Sanxiang Town of Zhongshan.
He is the founder of “In Search of Roots” program
in San Francisco, which was established in 1991.
This program aims to help Chinese Americans to
find their original family homes in Guangdong and
find the answer to the life proposition of “where
do I come from?”. In the past 28 years, Albert
has organized about 500 overseas Chinese to find
ancestral homes in more than 500 villages, about
40 counties and cities of Guangdong province. It
not only deepens root searchers’ recognition to
their original homes but also help overseas Chinese
learn more about Chinese culture.

Two

Albert Cheng said, when | was twelve or
thirteen, I grew to show my interests in the history
of my family. My father found it and told me, ‘our
ancestral home is in China. It is located in Sanxiang
Town, Zhongshan City of Guangdong province'.”

In 1988, 40-year-old Albert Cheng stepped on
China’s land for the first time. When he decided
to go back via Hong Kong, an idea plunged into
his brain: visit Zhongshan.Albert Cheng found by
himself his ancestral home in Wushi Village and
the Academy where his father studied. He said, “I
felt amazing. I finally found my original family

home.”
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Three

When he returned to America, Albert Cheng
shared his feelings about searching roots with his
relatives and friends, including an overseas Chinese
historian Him Mark Lai, who was the board
director of Chinese Culture Center at that time.

In 1989, Oversea Chinese Affairs Office of
People’s Government of Guangdong Province held
Summer and Winter Camp for Chinese-American
Youth, kicking off the activity of searching roots
in China. Him Mark Lai asked Albert Cheng to
discuss how to help Chinese-American youths
find their ancestral homes. In 1991, Albert Cheng
established“In Search of Roots” in San Francisco
and began to cooperate with Overseas Chinese
Affairs Office. The year of 1992 marked the first
time of Albert Cheng’s *“In Search of Roots™ taking
part in the Summer Camp.

The biggest difficulty of searching ancestral
homes is not the arduous conditions but the scarcity
of clues. “No matter how hard it is, we will spare
no efforts to provide assistance”, Albert Cheng
remarked firmly.

Very so often, Albert Cheng asks overseas
Chinese who find their ancestral home to burn joss
sticks or pay tribute to their ancestors , and learn
about the history of their original family homes."At
that moment, many people cry with joy. In
searching of roots has a therapeutic effect. I'm very
happy for them and I will keep going,” he said.

Four

Albert Cheng not only accumulates rich
experience in the process of help peopie find
their roots, but also witness the development
and prosperity of China’s reform and opening
up through about 30-year experience in helping

overseas Chinese find their ancestral homes.
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W ith favorable conditions and
environment, how to make better use of
“In Search of Roots” is a problem. Albert
Cheng thinks there are two factors. The first
is to pass down the tradition in helping more
people in finding roots, and the second is to
insist.

Nowadays, “In Search of Roots”
continues to expand its influence.*This
partially because China grows to be stronger.
Overseas Chinese want to visit their homes”,
Albert Cheng said with smile.

When it comes to future plans, he
replied, “people must have their origins just
as a tree must have its root. As long as [

can move, 1 will continue to lead overseas

Chinese to find their ancestral homes in
China.




